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Through learning and loving we will follow Jesus.
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Useful Contacts

Welcome to XII Apostles RCPS
Hello and Welcome to XII Apostles RCPS.
 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to XII 
Apostles RCPS and thank you for taking the time to look through 
our Prospectus. This booklet has been produced to tell you 
and your child about life in the School and the way the School 
operates on a day-to-day basis. As a school we look forward to 
sharing this period of your child’s life with you. Every effort is 
made to provide a full and interesting curriculum to prepare your 
child for future education and give them the skills and enthusiasm 
to pursue learning for the rest of their lives.

We hope that you enjoy reading it and that it helps you to 
understand more about school procedures and organisations. We 
hope that your child will be very happy at XII Apostles.

XII Apostles is a Roman Catholic, Voluntary Aided, Mixed Primary 
School taking children aged from 4 - 11 years old. It is a single form 
entry school and there are 210 children on roll.

Sheenagh Newton, Headteacher

School Address:
X11 Apostles R.C. Primary School,
Nel Pan Lane, Leigh,
Greater Manchester,
WN7 5JS

Phone:
01942 674 312

Website:
twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk

Headteacher:
Mrs S. Newton

Chair of Governors:
Mrs J. Riley - Chair of Governors
Mrs J. O’Rourke - Vice Chair of Governors
C/O XII Apostles Primary School

tel:01942674312
http://twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk
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  Mission Statement
To place Christ at the centre of everything we do .
To recognise that each child is unique and to ensure that each 
child is educated to fulfil their human potential.
To develop an understanding of community; being able to 
recognise, respect and celebrate the diversity of all within it.
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  Admissions Policy and 
  Arrangements 2019/20
TWELVE APOSTLES is a Catholic School under the trusteeship of the Archdiocese of Liverpool.  It is 
maintained by Wigan Council.  As a Voluntary Aided School, the Governing Body is the Admissions 
Authority and is responsible for taking decisions on applications for admissions.  The co-ordination 
of admissions arrangements is undertaken by the Local Authority.  For the school’s year commencing 
September 2018, the Governing Body has set its admissions number at 30.    

Our principal role as a Catholic school is to participate 
in the mission of the Catholic Church by providing a 
framework which will help children to grow in their 
understanding of the Good News and in the practice of 
their faith.  The school will help the children develop fully 
as human beings and prepare them to undertake their 
responsibilities as Catholic in society.  The school asks all 
parents applying for a place here to respect this ethos and 
its importance to the school community.  This does not 
affect the rights of parents who are not of the faith of this 
school to apply for and be considered for a place here.

ADMISSIONS TO THE SCHOOL will be determined by 
the Governing Body.  Parents must complete a Local 
Authority Preference Form or apply online via the website 
www.wigan.gov.uk following the links.  If you wish to have 
your application considered against that school’s faith/
denomination criteria then you should ALSO complete 
the Supplementary Form which is available from the Local 
Authority and the school.

All preferences listed will be considered on an equal 
basis and, where there are more applications than 
the number of places available, the following set of 
OVERSUBSCRIPTION CRITERIA will be applied:

1. Looked After Children and previously Looked After Children.

2. Baptised Catholic children who have a sibling in the school at 
the time of admission.

3. Baptised Catholic children resident in the parish of St 
Edmund Arrowsmith (the parts of the parish formerly 
referred to as Twelve Apostles and Our Lady of the Rosary).

4. Other baptised Catholic children.

5.  Other children who have a sibling in the school at the time 
of admission.

6.  Children from other Christian denominations. Proof 
of Baptism in the form of a Baptismal Certificate or 
confirmation in writing that the applicant is a member of 
their Faith community from an appropriate Minister of 
Religion is required.

7.  Children of other faiths. An appropriate Faith Leader would 
need to confirm in writing that the applicant is a member of 
their faith group.

8.  Other children.

If it is not possible to offer places for all applications 
within any criteria above then places will be allocated to 
the children who live nearest to the school.  The distance 
will be measured in a straight line from the child’s home 
address to a central point at the school using Wigan 
Council’s Geographical Information System (GIS) which is 
based on ordnance survey. In the event of distances being 
the same for two or more applicants where this distance 
would be last place/s to be allocated, we will use a system 
to randomly pick who will be offered a place. 

Children with a Statement of Special Educational Needs 
or Education Health Care Plan that names a school will be 
offered place without using the admission criteria and will 
count as part of the school’s published admission number.

Notes:

A. All applications will be considered at the same time and 
after the national closing date.  Applications received after 
that date will be treated as late applications and will not 
be considered until after the main allocation of places has 
taken place.  The only exception to this will be applications 
for looked after children that are received by the date 
stated in the Local Authority Admissions Booklet.



5

B. A Looked After Child is a child who is (a) in the care of a 
Local Authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation 
by a Local Authority in the exercise of their Social Services 
functions (under section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989.  
A previously Looked After Child is one who immediately 
moved on from that status after becoming subject to an 
adoption, residence or special guardianship order.

C. For a child to be considered as a Catholic evidence of 
a Catholic Baptism is required. Baptism should take place 
before the closing date for applications

Baptised Catholic can also be defined as one who has 
been baptised by the Rites of Baptism of one of the 
various Churches in communion with the See of Rome 
(cf Catechism of the Catholic Church 1203).  Written 
evidence of this baptism can be obtained by recourse to 
the Baptismal Registers of the church in which the baptism 
took place. 

A person who has been baptised in a separate ecclesial 
community and subsequently received into full communion 
with the Catholic Church by the Rite of Reception of 
Baptised Christians into the Full Communion of the 
Catholic Church.  Written evidence of their reception into 
full communion with the Catholic Church can be obtained 
by recourse to the Register of Receptions, or in some cases 
a sub-section of the Baptismal Registers of the Church in 
which the Rite of Reception took place.

The Governing Body will require written evidence in the 
form of a Certificate of Reception before applications for 
school places can be considered for categories of ‘Baptised 
Catholics’.  A Certificate of Reception is to include full name, 
date of birth, date of reception and parent(s) name(s).  The 
certificate must also show that it is copied from the records 
kept by the place of reception.

Those who have difficulty obtaining written evidence of 
baptism for a good reason, may still be considered as 
baptised Catholics but only after they have been referred to 
the parish priest who after consulting with the Vicar General, 
will decide how the question of baptism is to be resolved and 
how written evidence is to be produced in accordance with 
the law of the Church. 

D. Home Address is considered to be the address where the 
child normally lives.  Where care is split and a child moves 
between two addresses, the household in receipt of the 
child benefit would normally be the address used but the 
admission body reserve the right to request other proofs as 
fit the individual circumstance. Applicants should not state a 
childminder’s or other relative’s address.

E. Sibling is defined in these arrangements as full, half or 
step brothers and sisters, adopted and foster brothers and 
sisters who are living at the same address and are part of 
the same family unit.  This does not include cousins or other 
family relationships.

F. A waiting list for children who have not been offered 
a place will be kept and will be ranked according to the 
Admission Criteria.  The waiting list does not consider the 
date the application was received or the length of time a 
child’s name has been on the waiting list. This means that a 
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child’s position on the list may change if another applicant 
is refused a place and their child has higher priority in the 
admissions criteria.  The waiting list will be retained until 
at least the end of December of the relevant year of the 
admissions process.

G. For ‘In Year’ applications received outside the normal 
admissions round, if places are available they will be offered 
to those who apply.  If there are places available but more 
applicants than places then the published oversubscription 
criteria will be applied.

H. If an application for admission has been turned down by 
the Governing Body, parents can appeal to an Independent 
Appeals Panel.  Parents must be allowed at least twenty 
school days from the date of notification that their 
application was unsuccessful to submit that appeal.  Parents 
must give reasons for appealing in writing and the decision 
of the Appeals Panel is binding on the Governors.

I. The Governing Body reserve the right to withdraw the 
offer of a school place where false evidence is received in 
relation to the application.

J. It is the duty of governors to comply with regulations 
on class size limits at Foundation Stage and Key Stage One.  
The Governing Body may exceed the regulations for twins 
and children from multiple births where one of the children 
is the 30th child admitted.  This also applies to in-year 
applicants who are looked after/previously looked after, 
children of UK service personnel or children who move into 
the area for whom there is no other school available within 
a reasonable distance.

K. If a child is a “summer born child”, parents can request 
that the date their child is admitted to school is deferred 
to later in the school year.  However, the child has to start 
school before the end of that school year.  If a parent wishes 
their child to be educated out of their normal school year 
(kept back a year), they must discuss this with the school 
before applying.  However, the decision on this rests with 
the school (para 2.17 of the Admissions Code).

L. Parents may request that their child attend school part-
time until he/she reaches his/her fifth birthday.

  Home School Agreements
For the last few years we have established a Home / 
School Agreement which we ask all parent or carers and 
pupils (when they are old enough) to consider and take 
ownership of.

The school acknowledges its responsibility to support 
parents and carers in their task of nurturing their children 
towards human wholeness within a Christian community 
and promises to:

 X Provide a friendly welcome to your child and a secure, 
stimulating Christian environment in which to learn

 X Ensure that your child is valued for who he / she is and 
helped to make good progress in their spiritual, moral, 
emotional and academic development

 X Treat your child with the dignity and respect they require, 
encouraging them to full human wholeness

 X Demonstrate our faith and our school’s foundation in the 
teachings of Jesus Christ, by what we teach and the way we 
live and worship in our school

 X Do our best to provide the best possible education we 
can for your child and enthusiastic teaching rooted in our 
beliefs, our values and our skills

 X Provide you with information about your child’s progress 
and provide you with opportunities to talk to teachers

 X Keep you well informed about school policies and activities 
through regular letters and newsletter

 X Set, mark and monitor homework suitable to your child’s 
needs

 X Send home an annual report of your child’s progress

 X Contact you if there is a problem with your child’s 
attendance or punctuality

 X Inform you of any concerns regarding your child’s 
behaviour, work or health 

 X Challenge your child to strive for the highest standard of 
personal, social and intellectual development and aim for 
excellence in all they do

Find out more about our School Policies

Visit our school website to find out more:
twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk

http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk
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We ask that parents and carers acknowledge that they 
are the primary educators of their children and have an 
irreplaceable role to play in supporting their children’ 
learning at school. So we ask all parents and carers to:

 X See that my child attends school regularly on time and 
suitably equipped

 X Provide an explanation whenever my child is absent

 X Inform the school of any concerns or problems that might 
affect my child’s work or behaviour

 X Support the Christian value of the school community

 X Give my child opportunities for home learning and support 
homework from school

 X Support the school’s policies and guidelines for behaviour

 X Attend parents meetings  and discussions about my child’s 
progress

 X Encourage my child to be enthusiastic about learning and to 
enjoy school

 X Encourage my child to show kindness and consideration 
to others and to show respect to other people and their 
property

 X Talk to my child about their experiences in school and 
encourage them to do their best

 X Attempt to support the Catholic community and the school 
governors in their responsibilities for maintaining the school 
buildings in good repair

 X Keep up to date with what is going on in school by reading 
the weekly newsletter 

When the pupils are old enough to understand we ask them 
to acknowledge the different and unique talents that God 
has given them and that they have a responsibility to use 
them wisely and so we ask them to agree to:

 X Attend school regularly and on time

 X Wear the school uniform and bring all the equipment I need 
every day

 X Take care of all school equipment, respect other peoples’ 
property and help keep our school free from litter

 X Learn something new each lesson and always do my best

 X Share my feelings honestly and politely and show 
consideration for others in school

 X Behave sensibly  so we can be happy and safe as we learn

 X Try to think for myself and take responsibility for my actions

 X Observe all school rules and treat everyone with the respect 
that they deserve

We strive to foster and develop this crucial home and 
school partnership by encouraging parents and carers 
to come into school as much as possible in the following 
ways:

 X By attending the formal Parents Evenings twice a year

 X Feel welcome to meet informally with staff whenever 
there are concerns

 X Attend meetings or workshops when we try to explain 
and demonstrate aspects of the curriculum

 X Supporting events such as Christmas plays, Special 
Assemblies, Sports events, Concerts and Productions

 X Helping in school or on school trips

 X Supporting the Friends of XII Apostles Association by 
attending the meetings / or attending the functions

  Complaints Procedure
If parents and carers feel that the school has not fulfilled 
its side of the partnership effectively or properly there is 
a procedure for airing complaints.

In the first instance parents and carers are asked to contact 
the headteacher. The headteacher will then provide an 
opportunity for the parents or carers to express their 
complaint. The school will then follow the Local Education 
Authority’s agreed policy. A copy of this is available on the 
school website: www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-
school/school-policies/

http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-policies/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-policies/
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  The School Staff 

Name Role

Mrs S Newton Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs T Whitton Deputy Headteacher, Year 2 Teacher, Maths Subject Leader, Assessment Manager, 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs C Marsden Assistant Headteacher, Year 6 Teacher, Key Stage 2 Manager, English Subject Leader,

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Mrs J O’Boyle Year 1 Teacher, SENDCO (Special Educational Needs & Disability coordinator)

Mr C Rowlands Year 5 Teacher, Art and Music Subject Leader

Miss A Hitchen Year 4 Teacher, Science and Design Technology Subject Leader

Mrs C Featherstone

Mrs A Yates

Year 3 Teacher Job share, RE Subject Leader

Year 3 Teacher Job share, Computing Subject Leader

Miss S Hope Year 1 Teacher Job share, PE Subject Leader

Mrs D Parry Reception Class Teacher, Early Year Manager

Geography and History Subject Leader 

Ms M Ryan Part time Support Teacher, Libraries coordinator and MFL Subject Leader

Mrs G Johnson Supply Support Teacher KS1

Teaching Staff
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Name Role

Mrs T Burton HLTA SEND, Educational 

Visits Coordinator  

Mrs M Seddon Year 6

Mrs S Peters SEND Support Year 5

Mrs E Blydgen Year 4, Lunchtime 

Supervisor

Miss N Travis Year 4 SEND Support

Miss L Gunning Year 3 SEND Support, 

Lunchtime Supervisor

Miss J Richardson Year 3 SEND Support, 

Lunchtime Supervisor

Mrs T Scott Year 3 SEND Support 

& Nurture, Lunchtime 

Supervisor

Mrs J Hodkinson Year 5 & Year 3 SEND 

Support, Lunchtime 

Supervisor

Miss H Farrimond Year 2, Lunchtime 

Supervisor

Mrs P Shields Year 1, Lunchtime 

Supervisor

Miss E Peplow SEND Support Year 1, 

Lunchtime Supervisor, 

Breakfast Club Supervisor

Mrs K Gallagher Reception, Lunchtime 

Supervisor, Breakfast Club 

Manager

Mrs A Collinge Reception SEND Support, 

Lunchtime Supervisor

Mr A Moore SEND Support Year 1 and 

Sports Coach

Miss G Jenkins SEND Support                                

(Maternity Leave)

Mrs A Nelson Pastoral Mentor

Teaching Assistants

Name Role

Mrs A McDonald Office Manager

Miss C Grundy Admin Assistant

Mrs L Dilsworth Peri Bursar

Office Staff

Name Role

Mr A Fitton Caretaker

Caretaking and Cleaning

Name Role

Mrs D Atherton Cook

Mrs W Halliwell Kitchen Assistant, Breakfast Club 

Supervisor

Mrs P Booth Lunchtime supervisor 

Mrs G Jones Lunchtime Supervisor 

Mrs D Foster Lunchtime Supervisor

Mrs P Gilbert School Crossing Patrol

Kitchen and Welfare Staff

Name Role

Mrs J Riley Chair of Governors

Mrs J O’Rourke Vice Chair

Mrs S Newton  Headteacher

Father K O’Grady Foundation Governor

Mrs P Crawley Foundation Governor

Ms C Lovelady Foundation Governor

Mrs D Coburn Foundation Governor

Vacancy Foundation Governor

Mr C Cusick  Parent Governor

Mrs S Boon Parent Governor

Mrs S Little LA Governor

Mrs C Marsden Teacher Governor

Mrs S Goodland
Governor Services

Clerk to Governors 

Our School Governors
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Date

Back to School Monday 3rd September 2018

Half Term Break Monday 22nd October 2018
To Friday 2nd November 2018

Back to School  Monday 5th November 2018

Finish for Christmas Thursday 20th December 2018       

Autumn Term 2018

Date

Inset Day Monday 7th  January 2019   

Back to School Tuesday 8th January 2019  

Half Term Break Monday 18th February 2019
To Friday 22nd February 2019

Back to School Monday 25th February 2019

Finish for Easter Friday 12th April 2019

Spring Term 2019

Date

Back to School Tuesday 23rd April 2019

May Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2019

Bank Holiday Monday 27th May 2019 

Half Term Break Tuesday 28th May 2019

Inset Day Monday 3rd  June 2019

Back to School Tuesday 4th June 2019    

Finish for Summer Friday 19th July 2019

INSET DAY Monday 22nd July 2019

Summer Term 2019

  School Working Pattern 2018-19    
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  School Working Pattern 2019-20    

Date

Back to School Monday 2nd September 2019

Half Term Break Monday 21st October 2019
To Friday 1st November 2019

Back to School  Monday 4th November 2019

Finish for Christmas Friday 20th December 2019       

Autumn Term 2019

Date

Inset Day Monday 6th  January 2020   

Back to School Tuesday 7th January 2020  

Half Term Break Monday 17th February 2020
To Friday 21st February 2020

Back to School Monday 24th February 2020

Finish for Easter Wednesday 8th April 2020

Spring Term 2020

Date

Back to School Tuesday 20th April 2020

May Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 2020

Bank Holiday Monday 25th May 2020 

Half Term Break Tuesday 28th May 2020

Inset Day Monday 1st June 2020

Back to School Tuesday 2nd June 2020    

Finish for Summer Friday 17th July 2020

INSET DAY Monday 20th July 2020

Summer Term 2020
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“A very organised and very 
well led school.  I am more 

than happy with the progress 
both my children are making 

at this school.  Quality of 
teaching is remarkable”.
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  School Uniform
We do like all our children to wear school uniform 
because it does help to promote a feeling of belonging 
to a special group. Ours is a simple uniform - basically 
grey or black dressed up with white shirt, blouse or polo 
shirt, a red cardigan or jumper. We prefer children to 
have cardigans and jumpers with the school logo on as 
this again promotes a sense of belonging. In the warmer 
months girls can wear a red gingham dress. In the winter 
months all the children need a warm and waterproof 
outer coat for daily outdoor play.

Children are to wear black shoes. Please ensure that as 
your child starts school they are able to unfasten and 
fasten their own shoes thus shoes with Velcro are a 
sensible option for younger children. 

Every item of clothing both in and outdoor needs to be 
clearly labelled with your child’s name.

Uniform is available to purchase online at tesco.com/
ues or in the shop A & H Rosenfield, Leigh Market,                                  
Bradshawgate, Leigh.

If you need further guidance then contact the school office, 
we will be happy to help. Please also refer to our school 
website http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-
school/school-uniform/

Uniform
 » Grey or black uniform trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore 

dress 
 » White shirt, blouse or polo shirt 
 » Red school sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo 
 » Red and white gingham dresses in summer months 
 » Flat, black sensible outdoor shoes. NO TRAINERS 
 » Hair longer than collar length should be tied back. 
 » No make-up or nail vanish 
 » Jewellery: ONLY 1 pair of small plain studded earrings, a 

small watch (not novelty) 

PE Kit
 » Plain red T-shirt (logo optional) 
 » Plain black shorts 
 » Black plimsolls 
 » Trainers (optional for outdoor PE sessions) 
 » plain tracksuit (optional for outdoor PE sessions)

Swimming Kit for Years 3 and 6 
 » One piece swimsuit or trunks 
 » Towel Goggle (optional)

http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-uniform/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-uniform/
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  The School Day    

For the children the school starts at 8.55 am and 
registration is at 9.00 am. In both the infants and juniors 
the doors open at 8.50 am and the children can enter 
school as they arrive. If it is dry, parents are asked to wait 
with the children on the playground until the doors are 
opened. 

We provide a breakfast club from 7.50 am. Should parents 
require this service more information can be found on the 
school website: www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-
school/school-policies/ Please note the school carpark is only 
available until 8.00 am to drop children off.  

In the infants it is really important that independence is 
encouraged and therefore we ask parents to leave their child 
at the door allowing them to take their own coats off and 
place on their pegs and go into their class. 

We place great importance on punctuality so please ensure 
your child is on time. If they are late parents need to come 
to the office with their child to sign them in and give an 
explanation.

The first break comes at 10.30 am.  Weather permitting 
the children go out to play, supervised by two members 
of staff until 10.45 am.  Toast and milk are sold at 
morning break. Toast is 10p and milk is 20p.

Lunch time is 12.00 noon until 1.00 pm in the infants 
and 12.15pm to 1.15 pm for juniors. If your child is in the 
infants they are entitled to a free school lunch. If your child 
is in the juniors you may choose for your child to have a 
school dinner. This costs £2.20 per day and you are asked 
to pay for the full week every Monday (£11.00). School 
Meals can be paid for on our Parent Pay website or please 
send money into school with your child in an envelope with 
their name and amount clearly marked. 

Unfortunately in line with the school meals policy, school 
is not able to provide a school dinner where payment is 
not forthcoming or authorisation for free school meals has 
not been received. Please contact the Education benefits 
service regarding free school meals. 

The meals are cooked on the premises and are excellent 
meals for the price. If your child prefers a sandwich 
Dorothy our cook, is happy to provide this as an alternative 
to a cooked meal. You may choose for your child to have a 
packed lunch brought from home. Please ensure that this 
is kept is a sealed lunch box container with a small ice –
pack. Cans and bottles are not allowed.

School now operates an electronic system called Evolve. 
Each morning the children receiving school dinners will 
choose their meal using this system. The menus are 
available on the school website: 
www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/
school-meals

http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-policies/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-policies/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-meals/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-meals/
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“My son is very happy at this 
school and he has grown in 

confidence, he loves the after 
school activities that are on 

offer to the children”.

If you wish for your child to go home for dinner you must 
come up to school to collect him or her at 12.00 noon in 
the infants and 12.15pm in the juniors, and return your 
child at 12.55 pm in the infants and 1.10 pm in the juniors. 
No child will be allowed out of school on their own.

There is no set afternoon break and teachers can decide 
whether the children should work through or need a break. 
The break can be story time, circle time, news telling time or 
the teacher may take the children  outside to play games.This 
break should not exceed 15 minutes. Fruit is available free of 
charge on alternative days in the infants and juniors. The 
school day ends at 3.15 pm.  Parents are asked to wait on the 
school playground near to the exit door of their child’s class. 
The infant teachers will only let the children go when they 
can see their parents or carers. Please let your child’s class 
teacher know if someone new will be collecting their child.

Many parents come to school in cars and there is often 
serious congestion at 3.15 pm outside the gates.  We ask 
parents to please park away from the gates. Also, because 
of safety, parents should not drive their cars up the school 
drive. Parents are also requested to use the path and not 
walk up the vehicular road.

In key stage 1 (Infants) the length of the working week 
excluding breaks, registration and time for Collective Worship 
is 21 hours. At key stage 2 (Juniors) the working week is 
22.5 hours. However the introduction of a flexible break 
means that the working week in both key stages will now be 
increased beyond this.  

To find out more go directly to: 

http://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Benefit-Grants/Free-
school-meals.aspx

If your child is in the infants they are entitled to a 
free school meal. The Government are funding this 
initiative in order to provide a healthy, nutritious meal 
for all children at lunchtime with the aim of improving 
academic attainment and saving families money 
following the Department of education’s recent review of 
school food. 

However if your child is in KS 1 or KS 2 and they are 
entitled to a free school meal through the qualifying criteria 
below it is important that you still register your entitlement 
in order for schools to receive the pupil premium funding. 
This money is used to provide support and resources for 
children in school. Your child may be entitled to receive 
free school meals if you are entitled to receive one of the 
following:

1. Income Support 

2. Income Based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

3. Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

4. Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 
1999 

5. The guarantee element of the State Pension Credit 

6. Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working 
Tax Credit and have an

7. annual income that does not exceed £16,190

http://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Benefit-Grants/Free-school-meals.aspx
http://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Benefit-Grants/Free-school-meals.aspx
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Right from their first days in school the children will take 
part in P.E. Both the boys and the girls will need a red tee 
shirt and black shorts and a pair of indoor pumps. These 
can be kept in a cloth draw string bag on the child’s hook 
in the cloakroom and taken home at the end of every half 
term.  

As the children go through the school in later years, they will 
start to take part in outdoor games when they may need an 
extra layer of clothing (e.g. a tracksuit).  When they are in 
Year 3 they will have the opportunity to go swimming. During 
the children’s time in the Juniors they will still take part in P.E. 
during the normal school day.

In addition the children will have opportunities to take part in 
extra-curricular sport in the juniors.  In Autumn and Winter 
months there will be opportunities to take part in Soccer, 
Rugby League and Cross-Country. In the Spring and Summer 
months there will be opportunities to take part in Athletics 
and Cricket. We have good links with Leigh Rugby League 
Club, Leigh East and Leigh Rangers Amateur Rugby League 
Clubs, Wigan Athletic and Leigh Harriers Athletics Club. 

“Fantastic teaching at XII 
Apostles.  The staff go above 

and beyond my expectations”.

  Physical Education & Sporting Provision     

Teachers also run an after school netball club and 
children have the opportunity to takepart in inter-school 
tournaments. The children in Year 1 and 2 are invited to 
join an after school sports club. 

In X11 Apostles we aim to provide as many opportunities 
as possible for the children to take part in sporting 
activities.  We aim for every child to develop an interest in 
taking part and playing sport.  We hope that this interest is 
maintained through their life and that through sport they 
keep fit and develop a healthy life style.
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“XII Apostles R.C.P.S. is 
outstanding.  Both my children 
have (and one still is) attended 

this school and I have never 
had any cause for concern”.

  Charging Policy
In order to make the curriculum as rich and diverse as 
possible each and every class has many opportunities 
to go on trips and visits .Theatre Groups, experts and 
other visitors come into school to perform or talk to the 
children.  When the cost of providing these enrichment 
activities is beyond the budget of the school parents are 
asked to make a contribution.  No child will be excluded 
from the activity for failing to make a contribution.

However the school reserves the right to cancel the activity 
if there aren’t enough contributions. The charging policy 
is on the school website: www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/
about-our-school/school-policies/

  Jewellery
The only items that are considered appropriate for 
school are watches and studs worn in pierced ears .The 
staff are not allowed to remove jewellery for children.

 

  Sending Money to School
There are several things that you will  have to send 
money to school for  e.g. school dinners, trips, draw 
tickets, etc. Obviously it is very important that we know 
where this money has come from and what it is for. 
We have a cashless payment system called Parent Pay 
and school will issue you with the login details for your 
childs account so you can pay the money electronically. 
There is the option to pay with cash. We ask you to 
put the money in an envelope with your child’s name, 
the amount enclosed and what it is for, written on the 
front.

e.g.Mark Thomas

Class 1

£11.00

School Dinner Money

http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-policies/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-policies/
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“My little boy loves this 
school.  I couldn’t be happier.  
Very pleased to belong to XII 

Apostles – Lovely School”.
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  School Curriculum     

Children start school at 4 years old and enter the Early 
Years Foundation Stage - Reception class where they 
will continue to follow the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum which comprises of the following areas of 
learning and development.

The Prime Areas; 
- Communication and language,

- Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

- Physical Development

The Specific Areas;
- Literacy

- Mathematics

- Understanding the World 

- Expressive Arts and Design

The aim of the school is to help each child realise his or 
her potential . 

In the Reception Class we believe that children learn 
through exploration of their environment.  To support, 
stimulate and structure the active learning approach we 
carefully plan provision which includes;   
       

- sensitive interaction and caring relationships  

- a rich, structured environment    

- a range of purposeful and enjoyable activities  

- whole class, small groups and individual activities 

These aims are achieved through the children working 
through the Foundation Stage Curriculum.

To ensure that every child in our care realises his or her 
potential ,we hold high expectations of all the children, 
not limited by stereotyped views about class, cultural 
background, sex or special educational needs.   
       
From Year 1 to Year 6 the children follow the New National 
Curriculum that was introduced in 2014/15. 

We value family and community involvement and believe 
that parents as their children’s first educators must be 
active partners in the continuing process of education.
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  Religious Education
The Curriculum for Religious Education is carefully structured to follow the 
Liverpool Archdiocesan Syllabus entitled ‘Come and see’.

In addition to the R.E. lessons, the children start and finish each day with a 
Collective Worship, attend three whole School Assemblies each week and from 
time to time take part in the celebration of the Mass and other acts of worship. 
The R.E., the Assemblies, the Acts of Worship and other celebrations are based 
on the Roman Catholic Religion.  However, whenever it is appropriate we do 
provide opportunities for children to study other cultures and religions.

Please visit the Religion section of the website: www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/
religion-in-our-school/

“Pupils benefit 
from an 

extremely caring 
and supportive 
environment”. 

http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/religion-in-our-school/12-apostles-parish-and-church/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/religion-in-our-school/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/religion-in-our-school/
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  Education and Personal Relationships
A great deal of this aspect of the Curriculum is 
done through the work in R.E. However, this is not 
subject based but based rather on the whole ethos 
or atmosphere of the school.  We aim to be a Health 
Promoting school and various aspects of Health 
Education and Health Promotion appear in many topics 
covered in several different subject areas.

The emphasis on Personal Relationships and Health 
Promotion helps to provide the background for the 
schools Relationship and Sex Education Policy (RSE).
Through RSE ,we bring together PSHE,Science and 
values across the curriculum. A positive and prudent 
sex education that centres around an understanding of 
love and mutual self giving is provided for all children. 
We follow the programme A journey in love. Parents can 
examine what is taught by visiting our website: 
www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/
curriculum-page/

  Learning Powers
We believe passionately in giving children ownership 
of their learning and support our children in becoming 
‘aspirational’ – aiming high in order to make the most 
of their learning opportunities. We endeavour to 
develop our children’s attitudes and mind sets towards 
the challenges they face within their learning. This is 
achieved through the idea of learning ‘powers’. 

The idea of every child having learning powers enables 
skills such as resourcefulness, resilience, collaboration 
and independence to be explored, developed and 
applied. 

http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/curriculum-page/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/curriculum-page/
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  Special Education Needs
At Twelve Apostles Catholic Primary School all children 
are valued as unique individuals and will be given 
the best opportunities to achieve their full potential, 
including those who may face barriers to learning.  
We are continually assessing and monitoring both 
the academic and social welfare of all children within 
our school to ensure that all children can access the 
National Curriculum and achieve their potential. 

School staff make continuous observations of all children 
in their care, both academically and in their wider school 
lives.  These observations, along with various assessment 
data, may highlight issues or concerns for particular 
children.  Where this is the case, in the first instance, 
teaching staff will have a conversation with parents, and 
with the SENCO (Mrs O’Boyle). If after that conversation 
and a sharing of concerns, we agree that further 
investigation or intervention is required, then and only 
then will we proceed –together. 

The school follows the DFE Special Needs Code of 
Practice, 2014. It has a clear, structured and defined 
SEND programme. The fundamental principles of 
the SEND programme are contained in the school’s 
mission statement, which states our belief that every 

child is unique and every child’s needs are important.                                            
If a need is identified, extra help or support is arranged 
and parents are informed.  

If any child needs further help or support we then, with 
parent’s permission, seek help from the Local Authority 
or Gateway Services.  This help may come through 
the Schools Educational Psychologist or the Targeted 
Education Support Services.  The child’s special needs 
may require medical help or advice, and therefore, we 
would involve the school nurse, the asthma nurse or the 
particular hospital or doctor dealing with that child.   A 
small number of children may need to have a formal 
Education Health Care Plan. This is a legal document that 
obliges the school and / or the local authority to provide 
suitable and appropriate support for those children.                                                                    

It must be emphasised that parents are consulted at 
every step of the process, because our aim is to provide 
the best education to meet the needs of every child. 
The school employees their own speech and language 
therapist and their own counsellor for one day a week.  

Please visit our website for more information about SEND:
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/
special-educational-needs-provision/send-information-
report/

http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/special-educational-needs-provision/send-information-report/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/special-educational-needs-provision/send-information-report/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/special-educational-needs-provision/send-information-report/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/special-educational-needs-provision/send-information-report/
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  Organisation
The children will be orgainised into classes according 
to their age. There will be 7 classes as follows: 
Reception, Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6. Each class teacher 
in consultation with the Headteacher is responsible for 
organising and delivering all the subjects of the National 
Curriculum and Religious Education for the children in 
their class.

Whenever it is possible, class teachers can call on support 
from other teachers with specific expertise in such subjects 
as Computing, P.E., Music, French or R.E.

Each class teacher in consultation with the Headteacher is 
also responsible for the care and discipline of the children 
in their class.  The class teacher will also be responsible 
for the assessment and recording of achievement of their 
children in line with the schools’ policy on Assessment.  The 
class teacher will also set homework as required in line with 
the schools’ policy. See website: www.twelveapostlesleigh.
co.uk/about-our-school/school-policies/

At the end of year 1 children are assessed by the class 
teacher in phonics. The Phonics Screening Check shows 
how well your child can use the phonics skills they’ve 
learned up to the end of Year 1, and it helps to identify 
children who need extra phonics help. 

At the end of Y2 the children will be assessed by the teacher 
against the national curriculum age related expectations in 
Reading, Writing, Mathematics and Science. 

At the end of Y6 the children will sit external Standard 
Assessment Tests (SATs) in Reading, Writing, Mathematics 
and Science. Each child will be given a score;  100 being the 
age related expectation.

Please visit our website to find out more about our curriculum

“Twelve Apostles is an oasis 
whereby everyone feels safe, 

loved and valued”.

http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-policies/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-policies/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/curriculum-page/
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  What goes on in School?
In addition to the full National Curriculum of English, 
Mathematics, Science, Computing, History, Geography, 
Art, Music, Design and Technology, PE and French, 
we have a collective Act of Worship everyday in each 
class and three times each week as a whole school in 
Assembly. We have Mass on special days all together in 
Church or in school.

We have many sporting activities including lunchtime 
and after school sports clubs; football, rugby, cricket and 
netball. There is also an after school French Club, a Choir, 
a sports club for Key Stage 1 and an Eco Club. Lunchtime 
clubs include a bookworm, knitting and a homework club. 
Also the school council and liturgy team meet once a week 
at lunchtime. Children who are interested in music can 
take lessons in a variety of instruments.  

This year we have had children learning to play the 
keyboard, the guitar and the violin and brass instruments. 
Each year, several musical plays or concerts are produced 
and these provide great fun for both children and parents. 
We have special theme weeks when the whole school 
concentrates on a particular topic or subject. Every year 
we have a writing festival and the stimulus has included a 
space ship landing and a mysterious egg found in school.

Other recent theme weeks have included Science and 
Technology centred around the topic of the Titanic and 
fireworks , a reading for pleasure book launch , Cities 
themed weeks, A Music and Art Week and a One-World 
Week . We have also had special days to promote 
curriculum themes e.g. a Healthy mind and body day, a 
French day. 

  Communication
A newsletter is sent out on a fortnightly basis to inform 
parents  about events , celebrations and latest news in 
school . This can also be viewed on the school website.  

In addition school has a text messaging service to remind 
parents of events, school trips and any changes to after 
school clubs. 

All parents are asked to complete an emergency contact 
form out at the beginning of each academic year.  It is 
important that parents inform school immediately of any 
changes to their contact details. 

The school website also has a wealth of information about 
school life.                           

“Pupils have an outstanding 
sense of belonging to the 

school”. 

Our website is updated regularlly with photos of children 
taking part in many curriculum activities: 
www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/new-news-items       

http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-letters/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/new-news-items
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  Health
The School Nurse makes regular check-up visits.
If you are worried about any aspect of your child’s 
health please let us know.  We can arrange special 
medical check-ups if necessary.

If your child is ill, call or visit the doctor and please do not 
send the child back until fully recovered.

Simple First Aid is applied in school.  If an accident 
needs hospital attention, we try to contact you first.  
We, therefore, need an up-to-date address and phone 
number where we can contact you during the day.  
Fifteen members of the staff including teachers, teaching 
assistants and lunchtime supervisors have undergone 
First Aid Training and are qualified First Aiders.  Mrs 
Burton and Mrs Blydgen are the designated first aider in 
school.

  Asthma
If your child suffers from Asthma and needs an inhaler 
in school it is important that you complete an Asthma 
card, available from the school office and that you 
inform their class teacher.

To avoid epidemics, here is a rough guide:

  Medicines
Please visit the school website to view the following 
policies supporting children with medical conditions and 
our health and safety policy:
www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-
policies/

  Head Lice
Head lice can be a problem in schools. Cases of headlice 
should be reported to the class teacher. Advice on 
treatment is available from the learning mentor in school.

If your child is absent through illness, please contact the 
school immediately. When your child returns to school 
please send a letter to explain their absence or if your child 
is in the juniors put a note in their planner. If your child 
is ill during the day the normal procedure is for school to 
contact the parents or carer specified on the contact list.

Illness Stay away from school for:

Infective Hepatitis 
(Jaundice) 

7 days from start

Chicken Pox 6 days from start of rash 
or longer if spots are too 
numerous 

Measles 7 days from start of rash

Mumps 7 days from start of 
symptoms or until swelling 
goes down

Rubella (German 

Measles)  

6 days from start of rash

Whooping Cough 21 days from start of cough

Diarrhoea and 
Vomiting

48 Hours clear

http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-policies/
http://www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk/about-our-school/school-policies/
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  Sun Protection

During warm Summer months all children should have a 
named sun hat in school which they will be encouraged to 
wear when playing outside. School staff are not permitted 
to apply sun cream to children but we would ask that 
parents/carers apply a long lasting sun screen before 
school in sunny weather. Children may reapply their own 
sun cream which must be provided in a clearly named 
bottle.

  Holiday Requests
In line with the Government regulations we cannot 
authorise family holidays in term time. Any requests 
for leave during term time will only be considered 
in exceptional circumstances, as directed from the 
Department of Education. A request should be put in 
writing for the attention of the Headteacher however it 
must be emphasised that the directive states that the 
cost of a family holiday ,birthdays or a wedding are not 
exceptional circumstances and cannot be authorised.

  Water Policy
Children need to drink water regularly throughout the 
day. They can bring water to school daily in a clear bottle 
and these are kept in the classroom. Please ensure that 
your child’s name is clearly marked on the bottle. In 
addition there is a water fountain in the infant and junior 
department that children can use at break time. 

  Dogs
Please do not bring dogs onto the school playground. 
No matter how gentle your dog is children can easily be 
scared.
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  Smoking
The school is a designated ‘NO SMOKING ZONE’. Please 
do not smoke anywhere within the school or school 
grounds. This includes electronic cigarettes.
 

  Mobile Phones, Electronic Devices  
and Toys   
Children are not allowed to bring mobile phones or 
electronic devises to school. If children breech this rule 
the school will not be held responsible for the security 
of these items. Toys are not allowed in school unless 
requested by the teacher for a project.

  Transfer to Secondary School
It is customary for most of our pupils to transfer to St 
Mary’s High School Astley; however attendance at XII 
Apostles does not guarantee this. Please contact St Mary’s 
to check the admissions criteria for any particular year.

“There is outstanding 
behaviour in lessons”. 



28

  Friends of XII Apostles     

We have an active friends group who organise social and 
fundraising events throughout the school and community. 
They meet termly to organise these functions and events 
which raise money to buy resources for the children and 
subsidise the cost of trips. 

Over the last few years they have provided major funding 
for refurbishments projects to improve the school 
environment, playground equipment, early years resources, 
reading scheme books, carpets throughout Key stage 2 
and a digital camera for each class. They are a supportive 
and friendly group and would always welcome new faces 
at meetings and events. Please contact Mrs McDonald in 
school if you would like to know more about this group.
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  National Assessments 2017-18      

At the end of Key Stage 1 which is at the end of Y2 the 
percentage of children assessed to be achieving the 
age related expectation in XII Apostles was as follows:

At the end of Key Stage 2 which is at the end of Y6 the 
percentage of children in XII Apostles achieving the 
age related expectation was as follows:

Key Stage 2 2017-18

No of children in 
cohort 

31

ARE
(SCHOOL)

NATIONAL

Reading 67% 75%

Writing 93% 78%

Maths 87% 75%

Spelling Punctuation 
and Grammar  

83% 77%

Reading, Writing and 
Maths Combined

63% 64%

Key Stage 1 2017-18

No of children in 
cohort 

30

ARE
(SCHOOL)

NATIONAL

Reading 73% 76%

Writing 67% 70%

Maths 77% 76%

Reading, Writing and 
Maths Combined

60% 63%

At the end of year 1 the children are assessed in 
phonics and take a statutory phonics screening test. 
The percentage of children who reached the required 
level is as follows: 

At the end of year 2 children who did not achieve the 
expected standard in phonics were re-tested and 97% 
are now at the expected standard compared to 80% 
national.

Key Indicators Year 1 2017-18

Number of pupils 
taking test in year 1 

30

Number & % of pupils 
meeting the expected 

standard in year 1 

24 & 80%

National 83%

Foundation Stage (GLD) 2017

Our Good Level of Development Score was 60% which 
is below the National Average 71%

We are very proud of the childrens achievements & the progress they have made throughout their time at XII 
Apostles. We believe that these results are achieved through consistent excellent teaching throughout the school, 
support from parents & most importantly the children’s excellent attitudes to learning. This year the progress 
measures from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2 were 1.0 reading, 3.8 writing and 2.6 maths, which is well above floor 
standards in all areas.
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  Attendance Record 2017-2018     

Number of pupils 
on roll in the 

Summer Term:

Our Attendance 
target for 
2018/19:

Actual 
2016-2017 

Attendance:

208 96% 95.18%
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Our Mission
Through Learning and Loving We Will Follow Jesus

The Aims:

• To place Christ at the centre of everything we do

• To recognise that each child is unique and to ensure that each child is 
educated to fulfil their human potential

• To develop an understanding of Community; being able to recognise, 
respect and celebrate the diversity of all within it.
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How to get to our school

X11 Apostles R.C. Primary School,
Nel Pan Lane, Leigh,
Greater Manchester,
WN7 5JS

Contact us

Website: www.twelveapostlesleigh.co.uk
Telephone: 01942 674 312

Check
Online

Fo
r t

he latest school information

www.twelveapostlesleigh.co
.uk
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