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Themed 
Concepts 

Investigate places: This concept involves understanding the geographical location of places and their physical and human 
features. 
Investigate patterns: This concept involves understanding the relationships between the physical features of places and the 
human activity within them, and the appreciation of how the world’s natural resources are used and transported. 
Communicate geographically: This concept involves understanding geographical representations, vocabulary and techniques. 

Year 
Group 

Term Topic  Concepts  Skills  Knowledge Vocabulary 

Reception Ongoing Religious 
Education 
topics 
throughput 
the year. 
 
Houses & 
Homes. 
 
Local 
History & 
Geography 
topic. 
 
Spring 
Watch. 
 
Holidays. 
 
International 
country 
study, e.g. 
Brazil- The 
Amazon 
Rainforest. 
 
Themed 
writing 
week-

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
Leigh and other 
places around the 
world/to use aerial 
maps to recognise 
features/landmarks. 
 
Communicate 
Geographically- use 
basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to features of Leigh 
and other places 
studied. 

To be able to talk about places and journeys. 

 
To be able to notice sights, sounds and smells in 
the outdoor environment.  
 
To observe, find out about, identify and describe 
features (noting similarities and differences) in the 
place that they live and other places that they visit. 
 
To find out about their immediate environment 
and talk about the features that they like and 
dislike. 
 
To become familiar with the name of the road and 
town where school is located. 
 
To navigate around our classroom and outdoor 
areas.  
 
To look at aerial maps of the school setting and 
comment on what they notice. 
 
 
To create treasure hunts to find places/ objects 
within our learning environment. 
 
To find out about their environment by talking to 
people, examining photographs and simple maps 
and visiting places. 

To be able to talk about their own home environment 
and home environment of extended family members. 
 
To identify and talk about different houses around the 
world and talk about how they are different to our 
own. 
 
To identify and talk about how the school, church and 
Leigh have changed over time. 
 
To visit the coast and talk about the similarities and 
differences to Leigh. 
 
To use positional and directional language when 
looking at simple maps. 
 
To identify seasonal weather patterns in the UK. 
 
To look at how the weather is different in other parts 
of the world and how this affects plants and wildlife. 
 
To look at how recycling wood/paper can reduce 
deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest. 
 
To add features to a very simple route map of the 
school area. 
 
To learn more about how we can look after our World 
and planet. 

Maps, globes, Leigh, 
England, town, road, 
path, fields, buildings, 
houses, church, 
Autumn, Winter, 
Spring, Summer, 
weather, same, 
different, change, 
Brazil, Amazon 
Rainforest, wildlife, 
recycling, 
deforestation, 
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Sustainabili
ty & climate 
change. 

 
To make sense of different environments and 
habitats. 
To use images, video clips, shared texts and other 
resources to bring the wider world into the 
classroom. 
 
To identify seasonal patterns- focusing on the 
weather, plants and animals. 
 
To find out about changes over time by looking at 
photographs, simple maps. 
 
Talk about the similarities and differences between 
them and their friends as well as looking at photos 
of children and places from around the world. 
 
 

 

 

Year 
Group 

Term Topic  Concepts  Skills  Knowledge Vocabulary 

Year 1 Autumn Our school 
and the 
local area. 
(recaps and 
build on 
work 
completed 
on Leigh in 
Reception) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
the four countries 
in the UK, 
specifically 
concentrating on 
Leigh/to use aerial 
maps to recognise 
features/landmarks. 
 
Investigate 
Patterns-to identify 
changes to land use 
around the school. 
 
Communicate 
Geographically- 

Use a range of maps and globes (including picture 
maps) at different scales to locate the four 
countries & capital cities in the UK and the 
surrounding seas 
 
Use a range of maps and globes (including picture 
maps) at different scales to locate Leigh. 
 
Use large-scale maps and aerial photos of the 
school and local area. 
 
Recognise simple features on maps e.g. buildings, 
roads and fields. 
 
Follow a route on a map starting with a picture 
map of the school. 
 
Use vocabulary such as bigger/smaller, near/far. 

To name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 
countries of The UK. 
 
To name, locate and identify the four capital cities of 
the UK. 
 
To name, locate and identify the surrounding seas of 
the UK. 
 
For children to locate Leigh on a simple map of the UK- 
consider basic features  
 
To use digimap to say where the school is located. 
 
  
To recap on what a human/physical feature is and 
name and locate human and physical features of Leigh 
(Use a map to support) 

School, church, land, 
map, atlas, globe, 
Leigh, Town, Village, 
physical features, 
human features, 
climate, terrain, 
symbol, brook, bridge, 
school, church, 
building, retail park, 
mines. 
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Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to human/physical 
features of Leigh/ 
devise a simple map 
using a simple key. 
 
 
 
 

 
Recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features on aerial photos. 
 
Ask simple geographical (where, what and who) 
questions about Leigh, e.g. What is it like to live 
there? 
 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to describe 
specific geographical features (school, church). 
 
Draw a simple map e.g. a route map. 
 
Use simple fieldwork techniques, eg observation to 
identify key human and physical features of the 
school and its surrounding area. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
To ask simple Geographical questions 
 
To draw a simple map using a very simple key.  
 
 
To learn about simple fieldwork techniques: using 
cameras to record geographical features. 
 
To use locational and directional language  
 
To use maps to compare how Leigh has changed since 
the 1970’s (links to History). Children to consider how 
land use has changed and why? (simply- more 
houses/retail parks replacing coal mining etc) 

Year 1 Spring  The United 
Kingdom 
 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
the four countries 
in the UK, 
specifically 
concentrating on 
London/to use 
aerial maps to 
recognise 
features/landmarks. 
 
Communicate 
Geographically- use 
basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to human/physical 
features of London. 

Use a range of maps and globes (including picture 
maps) at different scales to locate the four 
countries & capital cities in the UK and the 
surrounding seas. 
 
Use vocabulary such as bigger/smaller, near/far. 
 
Recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features on aerial photos. 
 
Ask simple geographical (where, what and who) 
questions about London, e.g. What is it like to live 
there? 
 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to describe 
specific geographical features (tube station). 
 
 

To name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 
countries of The UK. 
 
To name, locate and identify the four capital cities of 
the UK. 
 
To name, locate and identify the surrounding seas of 
the UK. 
 
To learn how to identify what is a human and physical 
feature is. 
 
To learn about some human and physical features of 
London. 
 
 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
United Kingdom, 
England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, London, 
Cardiff, Edinburgh, 
Belfast, Union, Union 
Jack, Country, City, 
Capital, River Thames, 
Buckingham Palace, 
Big Ben, Houses of 
Parliament, London 
Underground, Hyde 
Park,   
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Year 1 Spring  International 
Country 
Study 
Week, e.g. 
USA or 
Germany 
(recaps on 
knowledge 
of 
continents 
& oceans in 
Y1 & builds 
on mapping 
skills) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans/to use aerial 
maps to recognise 
features/landmarks 
of the USA. 
 
Investigate 
Patterns- to begin 
to understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
& physical 
geography of Leigh, 
Kenya and the USA. 
 
Communicate 
Geographically- 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to human/physical 
features of the USA. 
 

Use a range of maps, atlases and globes (including 
picture maps) at different scales to locate the 7 
continents, focusing on USA and the 5 oceans. 
 
Recognise simple features on maps e.g. buildings, 
roads and fields. 
 
Use vocabulary such as bigger/smaller, near/far. 
 
Recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features on aerial photos. 
 
Ask simple geographical (where, what and who) 
questions about the country being studied, e.g. 
What is it like to live there? 
 
 
 
 

To name and locate 7 continents and 5 oceans 
 
To read and locate a map and use Atlases effectively  
 
To ask simple Geographical questions. 
 
To identify physical and human features across the 
continent. 
    
To understand Geographical similarities and 
differences such as climate, weather patterns, clothes, 
education, religion, language.  
 
To name and locate human and physical features in 
the country studied. 
 
To use a simple picture map and place features 
(human and physical) in the correct location using an 
Atlas. 
 
To begin to recognise geographical similarities and 
differences between Leigh, an area of Kenya and the 
country studied. 
 
 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans, 
world, Leigh, Kenya, 
town, village, physical 
features, human 
features, climate, 
terrain, symbol, 
weather patterns, 
education, religion, 
language, similarities, 
differences,  
Grand Canyon, 
Mississippi River, 
Rocky Mountain, Lake 
Thaio, National Park, 
Statue of Liberty, 
Whitehouse, Empire 
State Building, 
Kennedy Space Centre, 
Disney World   
 
 

Year 1 Summer Study of a 
small area 
of Kenya. 
 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans/to use aerial 
maps to recognise 

Use a range of maps, atlases and globes (including 
picture maps) at different scales to locate the 7 
continents, focusing on Africa and the 5 oceans. 

 
Recognise simple features on maps e.g. buildings, 
roads and fields. 

To name and locate 7 continents and 5 oceans 
 
To read and locate a map and use Atlases effectively  
 
To ask simple Geographical questions. 
 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans, 
world, Leigh, Kenya, 
town, village, physical 
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features/landmarks 
of a small area of 
Kenya. 
 
Investigate 
Patterns- to begin 
to understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
& physical 
geography of Leigh 
and a small area of 
Kenya. 
 
Communicate 
Geographically- 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to human/physical 
features of Kenya/ 
devise a simple map 
using a simple key. 
 

 
Use vocabulary such as bigger/smaller, near/far. 
 
Recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features on aerial photos. 
 
Ask simple geographical (where, what and who) 
questions about Kenya, e.g. What is it like to live 
there? 

 
 
 
 

To identify physical and human features across the 
continent. 
    
To understand Geographical similarities and 
differences such as climate, weather patterns, clothes, 
education, religion, language.  
 
To name and locate human and physical features in 
Kenya. 
 
To use a simple picture map and place features 
(human and physical) in the correct location using an 
Atlas. 
 
To draw a simple map using a very, simple key.  
 
To begin to recognise geographical similarities and 
differences between Leigh and an area of Kenya. 
 
Introduce global issue of water shortage/poor water 
quality. 

features, human 
features, climate, 
terrain, symbol, 
weather patterns, 
education, religion, 
language, similarities, 
differences, water 
shortages/poor water 
quality. 
 

Year 
Group 

Term Topic  Concepts  Skills  Knowledge Vocabulary 

Year 2 Autumn 
 

Countries 
and 
Continents 
(recaps on 
knowledge 
of 
continents 
& oceans in 
Y1 build on 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans 
 
Communicate 
Geographically- 

Use a range of maps, atlases and globes (including 
picture maps) at different scales to locate the 7 
continents, recapping on previous work on USA & 
Africa and 5 oceans. 
 
Recognise simple features on maps e.g. buildings, 
roads and fields. 
 
Recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features on aerial photos. 

To name and locate 7 continents and 5 oceans 
 
To read and locate a map and use Atlases effectively.  
 
To ask simple Geographical questions 
 
To recap and extend their knowledge of what human 
and physical features are. 
   

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans, 
world, climate, terrain, 
symbol, weather 
patterns, education, 
religion, language, 
similarities, 
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mapping 
skills) 

Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to different 
countries and 
continents 
 

 
Ask simple geographical (where, what and who)  
 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key 
physical & human features. 
 
Speak and write about draw, observe and describe 
geographical concepts 
 
 

To understand Geographical similarities and 
differences such as climate, weather patterns, clothes, 
education, religion, language. . 
 
To use a simple picture map and place features 
(human and physical) in the correct location using an 
Atlas. 
 
 
 
    
 
 

differences, desert, 
sand, questions, draw, 
observe, describe, 
concepts, world, 
country, European. 

Year 2 Spring International 
Country 
Study 
Week, e.g. 
Botswana 
(recaps on 
knowledge 
of 
continents 
& oceans in 
Y1 build on 
mapping 
skills) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans/to use aerial 
maps to recognise 
features/landmarks 
of Botswana. 
 
Investigate 
Patterns- to begin 
to understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
& physical 
geography of Leigh, 
Kenya, the USA and 
Botswana. 
 
Communicate 
Geographically- 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to human/physical 

Use a range of maps, atlases and globes (including 
picture maps) at different scales to locate the 7 
continents, recapping on previous work on USA & 
Africa and 5 oceans. 
 
Recognise simple features on maps e.g. buildings, 
roads and fields. 
 
Recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features on aerial photos. 
 
Ask simple geographical (where, what and who) 
questions about Botswana, e.g. What is it like to 
live there? 
 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key 
physical & human features. 
 
Speak and write about draw, observe and describe 
geographical concepts 
 
 

To name and locate 7 continents and 5 oceans 
 
To read and locate a map and use Atlases effectively.  
 
To ask simple Geographical questions 
 
To recap and extend their knowledge of what human 
and physical features are. 
 
To identify, name and locate human and physical 
features in Botswana. 
 
To gain more knowledge about a small area in a 
contrasting non-European country. 
    
To understand Geographical similarities and 
differences such as climate, weather patterns, clothes, 
education, religion, language. . 
 
To use a simple picture map and place features 
(human and physical) in the correct location using an 
Atlas. 
 
 
To begin to recognise geographical similarities and 
differences between Leigh, Botswana, Kenya and the 
USA. 
 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans, 
world, Leigh, Kenya, 
town, village, physical 
features, human 
features, climate, 
terrain, symbol, 
weather patterns, 
education, religion, 
language, similarities, 
differences, desert, 
sand, questions, draw, 
observe, describe, 
concepts, world, 
country, contrasting, 
European. 
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features of 
Botswana. 
 

 
    
 
 

Year 2 Spring Weather in 
the UK. 
 
Weather 
around the 
World. 
 
(recaps on 
knowledge 
of countries 
of the UK & 
continents 
& oceans 
Y1) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
the four countries 
of the UK, their 
capital cities and 
the surrounding 
seas and the 
world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans. 
 
Investigate 
Patterns-to begin to 
identify seasonal 
and daily weather 
patterns in the UK 
and the location of 
hot and cold areas 
of the world in 
relation to the 
equator and the 
North and South 
Poles. 
 
Communicate 
Geographically- 
By using compass 
directions (N,S,E,W) 
and locational 
language (near and 
far). 

Use a range of maps and globes (including picture 
maps) at different scales to locate the four 
countries & capital cities in the UK and the 
surrounding seas. 
 
To locate land and sea on maps. 
 
To notice and describe weather patterns. 
 
Ask simple geographical (where, what and who) 
questions about London, e.g. What is it like to live 
there? 
 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to describe 
specific geographical features. 
 
Use simple fieldwork techniques such as 
observation and identification to study the 
geography of the school and its grounds as well as 
the key human and physical features of 
surrounding environment. 
 
Use simple compass directions & use locational 
language, e.g left & right/ forwards & backwards. 
 
To speak and write about draw, observe and 
describe geographical concepts. 
 
To notice and describe simple patterns. 
 
To use basic geographical vocabulary. 
 
To use cameras & equipment to record changes & 
differences in weather/seasons etc. 
 
 

To name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 
countries of The UK. 
 
To name, locate and identify the four capital cities of 
the UK. 
 
To name, locate and identify the surrounding seas of 
the UK. 
 
To name and locate the world’s seven continents and 
five oceans. 
 
To identify the location of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the North and 
South Poles 
 
To identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 
UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the equator and the North and South 
Poles. 
 
To begin to recognise geographical similarities and 
differences between weather patterns in areas of the 
UK and across different part of the world. 
 
To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to and 
describe the seasons and weather patterns. 
 
To record the weather changes which they have 
observed using cameras and weather measuring 
equipment.  

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
United Kingdom, 
England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, London, 
Cardiff, Edinburgh, 
Belfast, temperature,                                  
Thermometer, wind                   
vane, anemometer 
rain gauge, cumulus 
stratus, cirrus, 
climate, weather 
pattern, seasonal 
changes, 
precipitation,  desert, 
equator, poles, 
continents & oceans 
(including their 
names), rainforest, 
climate, weather 
patterns, north, south. 
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Year 2 Summer Contrasting 
Location in 
the UK-
urban town 
(Leigh) and 
seaside 
town 
(Southport)
(Combined 
with local 
history & 
geography) 
 
(recaps and 
builds on 
knowledge 
of local area 
in Y1) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
the four countries 
of the UK, their 
capital cities and 
the surrounding 
seas /to use aerial 
maps to recognise 
features/landmarks 
in Leigh and 
Southport. 
 
Investigate 
Patterns- to begin 
to understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
& physical 
geography of Leigh 
and Southport. 
 
Communicate 
Geographically- 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to human/physical 
features of Leigh/ 
Southport. To 

Use a range of maps and globes (including picture 
maps) at different scales to locate the four 
countries & capital cities in the UK and the 
surrounding seas. 
 
Use vocabulary such as bigger/smaller, near/far. 
 
Recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features on aerial photos. 
 
Ask simple geographical (where, what and who) 
questions about Southport, e.g. What is it like to 
live there? 
 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to describe 
specific geographical features (beach, sea, town, 
house). 
 
Use simple fieldwork techniques such as 
observation and identification to study the 
geography of the school and its grounds as well as 
the key human and physical features of 
surrounding environment. 
 
To describe and understand key aspects of human 
and physical geography. 
 
To devise a simple map; and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key. 
 
To recognise that maps need titles. 

To name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 
countries of The UK. 
 
To name, locate and identify the four capital cities of 
the UK. 
 
To name, locate and identify the surrounding seas of 
the UK. 
 
To recap and extend their knowledge of what human 
and physical features are (recap of features in Leigh). 
 
To identify, name and locate human and physical 
features in Leigh and Southport. 
 
To gain more knowledge about a small area in a 
contrasting location in the UK. 
    
To understand Geographical similarities and 
differences of the environments of Leigh (an urban 
town) and Southport (seaside town). 
 
To use a simple picture map and place features 
(human and physical) in the correct location using an 
Atlas. 
 
To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to and 
describe Leigh and Southport. 
 
To ask simple geographical (where, what and who) 
questions about London, e.g. What is it like to live 
there? 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
United Kingdom, 
England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, London, 
Cardiff, Edinburgh, 
Belfast, urban, seaside, 
town, physical, 
human, beach, coast, 
pebble beach, sand 
beach, shells, 
seaweed, bay, pier, 
shops, arcades, locate, 
identify, name, capital, 
countries, cities, seas,   
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devise a simple map 
using a simple key. 
 

 
To draw a simple map which includes basic symbols in 
a map key. 
 
 
 

Year 
Group 

Term Topic  Concepts  Skills  Knowledge Vocabulary 

Year 3 Spring A region of 
the UK- The 
Lake 
District 
(focus on 
rivers & the 
water cycle) 
(recaps and 
builds on  
knowledge 
of UK 
countries in 
Y2 & 
mapping 
skills) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to recap the 
four countries of 
the UK, their capital 
cities. To identify, 
name and locate 
the counties and 
cities of the UK./to 
use fieldwork to 
observe  record the 
human and physical 
features of the Lake 
District. 
 
Investigate 
Patterns-to explain 
how rivers are 
formed. 
 
Communicate 
Geographically-to 
describe key 
aspects of human 
and physical 
geography in 
respect of e.g. 
rivers and the 
distribution of 
natural energy/ to 

To use a wider range of maps (include digital) 

atlases and globes to locate countries, counties 

and features studied. 

To use maps at more than one scale. 

To recognise that larger scale maps cover less area. 

To make and use simple route maps. 

To label maps with titles to show their purpose. 

To recognise that contours show height and slope. 

To create maps of small areas with features in the 

correct place. 

To link features on maps to photos and aerial 

views (digimap). 

During fieldwork- make links between features 

observed in the environment to those on maps 

and aerial photos. 

To ask more searching questions including. ‘how?’ 

and ‘why?’ as well as ‘where?’ and ‘what?’ when 

investigating places and processes. 

 

To recap on the names of countries and capital cities in 

the UK. 

To name and locate counties and cities of the UK and 

to name the rivers located in each. 

To gain knowledge about a region in the UK (Lake 

District). 

To recap and then describe and understand key 

features of physical and human geography e.g. rivers, 

distribution of natural resources, including energy and 

water. 

To know what a river is and how they are formed. 
 
To know and understand the features of a river. 
 
To understand and be able to explain the water cycle. 
 
To know why rivers are important. 
To draw a map of the area surrounding Windermere, 

in particular Brockhole on Windermere, with features 

in the correct place. 

To introduce a global issue of pollution in rivers due to 

plastic/soil erosion etc. 

 
 

Maps, globes, atlas, 

physical feature, 

human features, 

United Kingdom, 

England, Northern 

Ireland, Scotland, 

Wales, London, 

Cardiff, Edinburgh, 

Belfast capital, map, 

key, aerial, 

photographs Source, 

groundwater, stream, 

river, floodplain, 

confluence, tributary, 

meander, ox bow lake 
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create a map of a 
small area. 

 

Year 3 Spring A region of 
the UK- The 
Lake 
District. 
(focus on 
mountains) 
 
(recaps and 
build on  
knowledge 
of UK 
countries in 
Y2 & 
mapping 
skills, using 
a compass) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to recap the 
four countries of 
the UK, their capital 
cities. To identify, 
name and locate 
the counties and 
cities of the UK./to 
use fieldwork to 
observe  record the 
human and physical 
features of the Lake 
District. 
 
Investigate 
Patterns-to 
understand that the 
earth is made of 
plates & to 
understand/explain 
how mountains are 
formed. 
 
Communicate 
Geographically-to 
describe key 
aspects of human 
and physical 
geography in 
respect of e.g. 
mountains and land 
use/ to create a 
map of a small area. 
 

To use a wider range of maps (include digital) 

atlases and globes to locate countries, counties 

and features studied. 

To use maps at more than one scale. 

To recognise that larger scale maps cover less area. 

To make and use simple route maps. 

To label maps with titles to show their purpose. 

To recognise that contours show height and slope. 

To create maps of small areas with features in the 

correct place. 

To link features on maps to photos and aerial 

views (digimap). 

During fieldwork- make links between features 

observed in the environment to those on maps 

and aerial photos. 

To ask more searching questions including. ‘how?’ 

and ‘why?’ as well as ‘where?’ and ‘what?’ when 

investigating places and processes. 

To use the 8 points of a compass. 

 

 

 

 

To recap on the names of countries and capital cities in 

the UK. 

To name and locate counties and cities of the UK and 

to name the mountain ranges located in each. 

To gain knowledge about a region in the UK (Lake 

District). 

To recap and then describe and understand key 

features of physical and human geography e.g.  

mountains, types of settlement and land use 

To know that the Earth is made up of plates and to 

understand and explain how mountains are formed 

To label and understand the features of a mountain. 

To be able to name and locate mountain ranges in 

different continents. 

To name and locate some of the world’s most famous 

and tallest mountains 

To draw a map of the area surrounding Windermere, 

in particular Brockhole on Windermere, with features 

in the correct place. 

 

Maps, globes, atlas, 

physical feature, 

human features, 

United Kingdom, 

England, Northern 

Ireland, Scotland, 

Wales, London, 

Cardiff, Edinburgh, 

Belfast capital, map, 

key, aerial, 

photographs, 

mountain, landscape, 

relief map, lake, valley, 

foot, summit, peak 
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Year 3 Summer  Local 
History & 
Geography 
topic 
(recaps and 
builds on 
knowledge 
of local area 
in Y2) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
the four countries 
in the UK, counties 
and cities of the UK, 
specifically 
concentrating on 
Leigh/to use 
fieldwork to 
observe & record 
the human & 
physical features 
using a range of 
methods. 
Investigate 
Patterns-to identify 
changes to land use 
around the 
school/to describe 
how the locality of 
the school has 
changed over time. 
 
Communicate 
Geographically- 
To describe key 
aspects of human & 
physical geography, 
use the 8 points of 
a compass, four-
figure grid 
reference, symbols 
and a key in a map 
to communicate 
knowledge of the 
UK. 
 
 
 
 

To use a wider range of maps (include digital) 

atlases and globes to locate countries, counties 

and features studied. 

To use maps at more than one scale. 

To recognise that larger scale maps cover less area. 

To make and use simple route maps. 

To create maps of small areas with features in the 

correct place, including a title. 

To link features on maps to photos and aerial 

views (digimap). 

During fieldwork- make links between features 

observed in the environment to those on maps 

and aerial photos. 

To ask more searching questions including. ‘how?’ 

and ‘why?’ as well as ‘where?’ and ‘what?’ when 

investigating places and processes.  

Identify and describe geographical features. 
 
To use the 8 points of a compass. 
 

To recap, describe, understand and extend their 
knowledge of what human and physical features are 
(recap of features in Leigh). 

 
To recap on the names of countries, capital cities and 

counties in the UK. 

To understand how the land use of Leigh changed over 
time. 
 
To use a source (map) to find out about the landscape 
and housing of the local area. 
 
To understand how the significance of the mills 
affected the land use of the local area. 
 
To know how changes in spatial variation impacted on 
the local area overtime (migration of Irish to 
Liverpool/local area after potato famine) 
 
To draw a map of the local area with features in the 

correct place. 

 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
United Kingdom, 
England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, London, 
Cardiff, Edinburgh, 
Belfast capital, map, 
key, aerial, source, 

photographs,, local, 
land use, urban, built 
up, canal, mill, 
housing, migration. 
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Year 3 Summer International 
Country 
Study 
Week, e.g. 
Italy 
 
(recaps on 
knowledge 
of 
continents 
& oceans in 
Y2 & builds 
on mapping 
skills) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to recap and 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans & to locate 
the world’s 
countries using 
maps to focus on 
Europe. 
Investigate 
Patterns-to Identify 
the position and 
significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
equator, northern 
hemisphere, 
southern 
hemisphere, the 
tropic of cancer and 
Capricorn./to 
describe 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
between Italy, 
England, Botswana 
etc.  
Communicate 
Geographically-to 
describe key 
aspects of human 
and physical 
geography in 
respect of Italy/to 
use four figure grid 
references.  
 

To use a wider range of maps (include digital) 

atlases and globes to locate countries and features 

studied. 

To use maps and diagrams from a range of 

publications e.g. holiday brochures, leaflets and 

town plans. 

To recognise that larger scale maps cover smaller 

areas. 

To ask more searching questions including. ‘how?’ 

and ‘why?’ as well as ‘where?’ and ‘what?’ when 

investigating places and processes. 

To make comparisons between a life in Italy with 

their own lives. 

To identify and describe geographical features of 

Italy and to consider how Italy is different from 

Leigh and other places previously studied. 

To use four figure grid references. 

 

 
 
 

To recap on their knowledge about the 7 continents 
and 5 oceans. 
 
To locate the world’ countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe, specifically Italy. 
 
To identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, equator, northern hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, the tropic of cancer and Capricorn. 
 
To gain knowledge about the country of Italy. 
 
To recap and then describe and understand key 

features of physical and human geography e.g.  

mountains, coastlines, town, village. 

To recognise major landmarks of the country. 
 
To know what the climate, land use and population of 
Italy is like. 
 
To understand the uniqueness and features of Venice. 
 
To know that Italy has coastal and mountainous areas 
as well as cities, towns and villages 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans, world 
latitude, longitude, 
equator, northern 
hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, the tropic 
of cancer and 
Capricorn, 
mountainous, coastal, 
city, town, village 
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Year 
Group 

Term Topic  Concepts  Skills  Knowledge Vocabulary 

Year 4 Autumn  Volcanoes 
and 
Earthquakes 
Topic taught 
through 
‘we’re going 
on an 
adventure’ 
theme, 
ending up on 
an unknown 
island 

(recaps on 
knowledge 
of 
continents 
and oceans 
and 
settlements 
in Anglo 
Saxon 
topic) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to recap on 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans & to locate 
the world’s 
countries. 
Investigate 
Patterns-to Identify 
the position and 
significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
equator, northern 
hemisphere, 
southern 
hemisphere, the 
tropic of cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, 
the Prime/ 
Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones (including day 
and night) 
 /gain knowledge of 
the Earth’s tectonic 
plates, how and 
why they move and 
the impact of this 
on the Earth & the 
structure of 
volcanoes. 
 
Communicate 
Geographically-to 

To use a wider range of maps (include digital) 

atlases and globes to locate countries and features 

studied. 

To use index and contents pages of atlases. 

To use maps at more than one scale. 

To recognise that larger scale maps cover less area. 

To make and use simple route maps. 

To label maps with titles to show their purpose. 

To recognise that contours show height and slope. 

To create maps of small areas with features in the 

correct place, including a title. 

To link features on maps to photos and aerial 

views (digimap). 

To use grid references, symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world 

 
 

To recap on their knowledge about the 7 continents 
and 5 oceans. 
 
Apply knowledge from Anglo Saxon topic (where to 
settle in new land?) to decide on where to settle on 
new ‘island’. 
 
To locate the world’ countries, using maps to focus on 
the location of volcanoes and earthquakes. 
 
To know where the major volcanoes of the world are 
located. 
 
To identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, equator, northern hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, the tropic of cancer and Capricorn, , 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 
 
To  describe and understand key aspects of  
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
 
To be able to read keys to identify different vegetation 
belts and climate zones (thematic maps). 
 
To identify and understand what contours are and 
what they ‘look like’ (models created). 
 
To gain knowledge of the structure of the Earth and its 
layers. 
 
To gain knowledge of the Earth’s tectonic plates, how 
and why they move and the impact of this on the 
Earth. 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans, world 
latitude, longitude, 
equator, northern 
hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, the tropic 
of cancer and 
Capricorn, Climate, 

equator, region, country 
hemisphere, vegetation, 
settlement, contours, 
habitat, landscape, 
features, wildlife, 
tectonic plate, crust, 
mantle, continental drift, 
core, inner core, conduit, 
throat, magma, active, 
dormant, eruption, 
pumice, extinct, ash, lava, 
erupt, eruption, molten, 
surface 
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describe key 
aspects of 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes/to 
create a map 
including symbols, a 
key and a title. 
 

 
To learn about the structure of volcanoes and features 
of eruption. 
 
To learn how the implications that 
eruptions/earthquakes have on humans and how to 
prevent and prepare for an eruption 

Year 4 Spring Local 
History & 
Geography 
Topic 
(recaps and 
builds on 
knowledge 
of local area 
in Y3) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
the four countries 
in the UK, counties 
and cities of the UK, 
specifically 
concentrating on 
Leigh/to use 
fieldwork to 
observe & record 
the human & 
physical features 
using a range of 
methods. 
Investigate 
Patterns-to identify 
changes to land use 
around the 
school/to describe 
how the locality of 
the school & Leigh 
Rugby Club has 
changed over 
time/patterns in 
migration. 
Communicate 
Geographically- 
To describe key 
aspects of human & 
physical geography, 
use the 8 points of 
a compass, 

To use a wider range of maps (include digital) 

atlases and globes to locate countries, counties 

and features studied. 

To use maps at more than one scale. 

To recognise that larger scale maps cover less area. 

To make and use simple route maps. 

To create maps of small areas with features in the 

correct place, including a title. 

To link features on maps to photos and aerial 

views (digimap). 

During fieldwork- make links between features 

observed in the environment to those on maps 

and aerial photos. 

To ask more searching questions including. ‘how?’ 

and ‘why?’ as well as ‘where?’ and ‘what?’ when 

investigating places and processes.  

Identify and describe geographical features. 
 
To use the 8 points of a compass. 

 
To recognise some standard OS symbols. 
 
To add a range of text and annotations to digital 
maps to explain features and places. 
 

To recap, describe, understand and extend their 
knowledge of what human and physical features are 
(recap of features in Leigh). 

 
To recap on the names of countries, capital cities and 

counties in the UK. 

To compare the present day counties to the kingdoms 

during Anglo Saxon times. 

To understand Geographical similarities and 
differences of the environment of Leigh (school/rugby 
club/locality) (now and in the past). 
 

To know that Leigh rugby ground had two different 
sights and to locate them. 
 
To describe the differences in land use and features 
surrounding both sites.  
To compare the different land uses and features over 
time. 
 
To know how changes in spatial variation impacted on 
the local area overtime (migration of Irish to 
Liverpool/local area after potato famine) 
 
To create maps of small areas with features in the 
correct place, including a title 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
United Kingdom, 
England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, London, 
Cardiff, Edinburgh, 
Belfast capital, map, 
key, aerial, source 

,photographs,, local, 
land use, urban, built 
up, canal, mill, 
housing, region, 
county, locate, map, 
land use, immigration, 
migration, population, 
changes, similarities, 
differences 
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reference, symbols 
and a key. 

To use the zoom facility on digital maps to locate 
places at different scales 
 

Year 4 Spring International 
Country 
Study 
Week, e.g. 
Australia 
 
(recaps and 
builds on 
knowledge 
of world 
countries, 
continents 
& oceans) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to recap on 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans & to locate 
the world’s 
countries using 
maps to focus on 
Australia. 
Investigate 
Patterns-to Identify 
the position and 
significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
equator, northern 
hemisphere, 
southern 
hemisphere, the 
tropic of cancer and 
Capricorn./to 
describe 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
between Australia, 
Italy, England, 
Botswana etc.  
Communicate 
Geographically-to 
describe key 
aspects of human 
and physical 
geography in 
respect of 
Australia/to use 

To use a wider range of maps (include digital) 

atlases and globes to locate countries and features 

studied. 

To use maps and diagrams from a range of 

publications e.g. holiday brochures, leaflets and 

town plans. 

To make use of geography on the news – online 

reports and websites. 

To recognise that larger scale maps cover smaller 

areas. 

To ask more searching questions including. ‘how?’ 

and ‘why?’ as well as ‘where?’ and ‘what?’ when 

investigating places and processes. 

To make comparisons between a life in Australia 

with their own lives. 

To identify and describe geographical features of 

Australia and to consider how Australia is different 

from Leigh and other places previously studied. 

To use four figure grid references. 

Show increasing empathy and describe similarities 
as well as differences. 
 
Identify and describe geographical processes and 
features. 
 
Express opinions and personal views about what 
they like and don’t like about specific geographical 
features and situations (climate change/mega bush 
fires) 

To recap on their knowledge about the 7 continents 
and 5 oceans. 
 
To locate the world’ countries, using maps to focus on 
Australia. 
 
To identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, equator, northern hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, the tropic of cancer and Capricorn. 
 
To locate Australia in the world (hemisphere). 
 
To locate and name the 6 Australian states, the 
surrounding oceans and the major cities. 
 
To gain knowledge about the country of Australia. 
 
To recap and then describe and understand key 

features of physical and human geography e.g.  

mountains, coastlines, town, village. 

To recognise major landmarks of the country. 
 
 
To understand the natural benefits of bushfires and 
why they occur. 
 
Global issues- To understand the detrimental impact 
on the environment, wildlife and population bushfires 
have. 
 
To recap knowledge and understanding of the water 
cycle. 
 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans, world 
latitude, longitude, 
equator, northern 
hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, the tropic 
of cancer and 
Capricorn, 
mountainous, coastal, 
city, town, village, 
Climate, continent, 
states, oceans, 
bushfires, change, 
environment, impact, 
issues, protest, 
statistics, global 
warming, greenhouse 
effect, plastic, 
consequences 
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four figure grid 
references.  
 

 To research and give reasons for climate change and 
the impact it has on the world, especially the part in 
plays in creating ‘mega’ fires. 
 
To use research, facts and statistics to write a formal 
letter of protest about climate change. 
 

Year 4 Summer A Region of 
Europe- 
Northern 
Greece. 
(focus on 
mountains) 
(recaps and 
builds on  A 
region of 
the UK- The 
Lake 
District Y3) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to recap on 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans & to locate 
the world’s 
countries using 
maps to focus on 
Greece.. 
 
Investigate 
Patterns-to 
understand that the 
earth is made of 
plates & to 
understand/explain 
how mountains are 
formed/ to describe 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
between the 
regions of the Lake 
District and Greece. 
Communicate 
Geographically-to 
describe key 
aspects of human 
and physical 
geography in 
respect of e.g. 
mountains and land 

To use a wider range of maps (include digital) 

atlases and globes to locate countriesand features 

studied. 

To use maps at more than one scale. 

To recognise that larger scale maps cover less area. 

To make and use simple route maps. 

To label maps with titles to show their purpose. 

To recognise that contours show height and slope. 

To create maps of small areas with features in the 

correct place. 

To link features on maps to photos and aerial 

views (digimap). 

To ask more searching questions including. ‘how?’ 

and ‘why?’ as well as ‘where?’ and ‘what?’ when 

investigating places and processes. 

To use the 8 points of a compass. 

Observe, measure and record the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of 
methods including sketch maps 
 
Identify and describe geographical features and 
processes. 
 
Communicate geographical info through a range of 
methods, including graphs and presentations 

To recap on the names of world countries. 

To gain knowledge about a region in Europe (Northern 

Greece 

To recap and then describe and understand key 

features of physical and human geography and their 

processes e.g.  mountains, types of settlement and 

land use 

To know that the Earth is made up of plates and to 

understand and explain how mountains are formed 

To label and understand the features of a mountain. 

To be able to name and locate mountain ranges in 

different continents. 

To name and locate some of the world’s most famous 

and tallest mountains 

To recap on prior knowledge of a region of the UK 
(Lake District). 
 
To locate both The Lake District and Northern Greece 
regions. 
 
To identify and locate features of European region 
(Northern Pindus Mountains/Spine of Greece). 
 
To compare and contrast both regions (Lake District & 
Northern Greece) – and use, population, physical 
features. 
 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans 
United Kingdom, , 

map, key, aerial, 

photographs, 

mountain, landscape, 

relief map, lake, valley, 

foot, summit, peak, 

Northern Greece, 

Pindus Mountains, 

region, county, locate, 
map, physical and 
human features, land 
use, population, 
changes, similarities, 
differences, vegetation 
belts, climate zone, 
economic activity, 
distribution of natural 
resources 
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use/ to create a 
map of a small area 

Add a range of text and annotations to digital 
maps to explain features and places 
 
Use tables and charts to collect and display 
geographical data 
 
Recognise patterns on maps and begin to explain 
what they show 
 
Use 4 figure coordinates to locate features on map 
 
Recognise some standard OS symbols 
Identify and describe the geographical process 
(changes) and patterns 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To locate and name places studied in history topic (eg. 
Mount Olympus, Athens etc.) 
 
To create maps of small areas with features in the 
correct place, including a title. 
 

Year 
Group 

Term Topic  Concepts  Skills  Knowledge Vocabulary 

Year 5 Autumn  International 
Country 
Study 
Week, e.g 
(recaps and 
builds on 
knowledge 
of world 
countries, 
continents 
& oceans) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to recap on 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans & to locate 
the world’s 
countries using 
maps to focus on 
Denmark  
Investigate 
Patterns-to 

To use a wide range of maps, atlases, globes and 
digital maps.  
 
To use 6-figure grid references. 
 
To use more precise geographical language 
relating to the physical and human processes,.e.g. 
human geography including types of settlements, 
economic activity and food and physical 
geography.  
 

To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe (including the location of Russia) and North 
and South America 
 
To identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night 
To learn that Denmark is a part of the Scandanavian 5, 
which includes Iceland, Norway, Finland and Sweden. 

 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans, 
map, key, aerial, 
photographs 
Latitude, longitude, 
equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere,, scale,  
locate, symbol, key, 
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understand some of 
the reasons for 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
between countries.  
Communicate 
Geographically-to 
describe key 
aspects of human 
and physical 
geography in 
respect of a region 
of Denmark 

To communicate geographical information 
electronically. 
 
To make predictions and test simple hypothesis 
about people and places. 
 
To understand the purpose of scale and symbols. 

To learn that Denmark only has one land border which 
is Germany. 
 
To learn that he capital of Denmark is Copenhagen. 
 
To learn that Denmark is a part of Europe. 
To learn that Denmark is made up of the Jutland 
peninsula and several islands in the Baltic sea, referred 
to as the Danish Archipelago.  
 
To learn that Denmark is located southwest of Sweden 
and south of Norway and is bordered by the German 
state (to the south, on Denmark's only land border. 
 
To learn that Denmark borders both the Baltic and 
North Seas. 
 
To learn that he majority of Denmark’s terrain is flat. 

land border, Germany, 
Sweden, Denmark, 
Copenhagen, Europe, 
Baltic sea, North Sea, 
Jutland Peninsula, 
Iceland, Finland, 
Norway, terrain 

Year 5 Summer 
1 

The Local 
Area Study. 
(recaps and 
build on  
knowledge 
of Leigh in 
Y4) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
the four countries 
in the UK, counties 
and cities of the UK, 
specifically 
concentrating on 
Leigh/to use 
fieldwork to 
observe & record 
the human & 
physical features 
using a range of 
methods.  
Investigate 
Patterns- 
to identify changes 
to land use around 
the school/to 
describe how the 
locality of Leigh has 
changed over 

Use a wide range of maps and digital maps to 
locate features. 
 
To relate different maps to each other and to 
aerial photos, both from now and in the past to 
demonstrate continuity and change 
 
To begin to understand the differences between 
maps vs google Earth and OS maps. 
 
To follow routes on maps describing what can be 
seen. 

 
To use 6 figure coordinates. 
 
To use the scale bar on maps. 
 
To use the 8 points of a compass. 
 
To create sketch maps using symbols and a key 
(that uses Ordnance Survey symbols). 
 
To read and compare map scales. 

To recap, describe, understand and extend their 
knowledge of what human and physical features are 
(recap of features in Leigh). 

 
To recap on the names of countries, capital cities and 

counties in the UK. 

To recap that Leigh is a town in the Borough of Wigan. 
Wigan is a part of Greater Manchester, which is 
located in England. England is a part of the United 
Kingdom which is a part of the continent of Europe. 
 
To learn that the towns of Hindley, Westhoughton, 
Atherton, Tyldesley and Golborne all surround Leigh. 
 
To learn about he location of the mining pits. 
 
To describe the different human & physical features in 
Leigh & Wigan, both now and during the coal mining 
era. 
 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
United Kingdom, 
England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, London, 
Cardiff, Edinburgh, 
Belfast capital, map, 
key, aerial, source 

,photographs,, local, 

land use, urban, built 
up, canal, mill, 
housing, region, 
county, locate, map, 
land use, immigration, 
migration, population, 
changes, similarities, 
differences,  
Leigh, Mines, 6 figure 
coordinates, maps, 
aerial, scale, key, 
physical changes, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jutland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltic_sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_islands_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Sea
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time/patterns in 
migration. 
Communicate 
Geographically- To 
describe key 
aspects of human & 
physical geography, 
use the 8 points of 
a compass, create a 
map using, symbols 
and a key (that uses 
Ordnance Survey 
symbols). 

 
To observe, measure and record human and 
physical features using methods including sketch 
maps, cameras and other digital technologies. 
 
To interpret data collected and present the 
information in a variety of ways including charts 
and graphs. 
 
 

To understand Geographical similarities and 
differences of the environment of Leigh 
(school/locality) (now and in the past). 
 
To describe the differences in land use and features 
over time.  
 
To describe how the physical features have affected 
the human activity in Leigh now and in the past. 
 
To know how changes in spatial variation impacted on 
the local area overtime (migration of Irish to 
Liverpool/local area after potato famine) and how 
people travelled to Leigh during the coal mining era – 
how that has now changed. 
 
To identify human and physical features of Leigh and 
sketch these onto a map using a scale, symbols, a title 
and a key. 
 

human changes, data, 
Wigan, Greater 
Manchester, Hindley, 
Westhoughton, 
record, findings, 

Year 5 Summer 
2 

A region of 
North 
America. 
(recaps and 
builds on  A 
region of 
the UK- The 
Lake 
District Y3, 
Northern 
Greece Y4) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to recap on 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans & to locate 
the world’s 
countries using 
maps to focus on 
North America/  
Investigate 
Patterns-to 
understand some of 
the reasons for 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
between countries 
and regions of UK, 
Greece & N 
America. 

To use a wide range of maps, atlases, globes and 
digital maps to locate countries and features 
studied. 
 
To relate different maps to each other and to 
aerial photos. 
 
To begin to understand the differences between 
maps eg Google Maps vs Google Earth, and OS 
maps. 
 
To understand that purpose, scale, symbols and 
style are related. 
 
To use 6 figure coordinates. 
 
To use latitude and longitude in an atlas or a globe. 
 
To use models and maps to discuss land shape ie 
contours and slopes. 
 

To recap on the names of world countries. 
 
To gain knowledge about a region in North America. 
 
To understand the human & physical geography of a 
region of the USA. 
 
To recap and then describe and understand key 
features of physical and human geography. 
 
To recap on prior knowledge of a region of the UK & 
Europe (Lake District & Northern Greece). 
 
To recap and locate both The Lake District and 
Northern Greece regions. 
 
To identify and locate features of a region of North 
America. 
 
To understand that the USA is a relatively new country 
formed by British colonialists. 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans 
United Kingdom, , 

map, key, aerial, 

photographs, 

mountain, landscape, 

relief map, lake, valley, 

foot, summit, peak, 

Northern Greece, 

region, county, locate, 

map,  land use, 

population, changes, 

similarities, 

differences, vegetation 

belts, climate zone, 

economic activity, 

distribution of natural 
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Communicate 
Geographically-to 
describe key 
aspects of human 
and physical 
geography in 
respect of a region 
of N America/ to 
create a map of a 
small area 

Use the scale bar on maps. 
 
Read and compare map scales. 
 
To ask and answer causal questions, e.g. What 
happened in the past to cause that? 
 
To make predictions and test simple hypotheses 
and people and places. 
 
To communicate geographical information in a 
variety of ways including through maps, diagrams 
etc. 

 
To understand the role of a president and compare it 
to a prime minister. 
 
To compare and contrast previously studied regions 
(Lake District & Northern Greece) – and use, 
population, human, physical features. 
 
To explain the differences of the physical geography in 
the different regions of the USA and why they occur. 
To create maps of small areas with features in the 
correct place, including a title. 
 
To be able to locate both American continents on a 
world map and begin to identify different states.  
 
To use knowledge of physical and human geography to 
create a case study comparing the physical and human 
geography of a region of the U.K or Europe to a region 
of the U.S.A  
 

resources, North 

America, Grand 

Canyon, American 

Independence, 

colonialists. 

Year 
Group 

Term Topic  Concepts  Skills  Knowledge Vocabulary 

Year 6 Autumn  Where in 
the World? 
A region of 
South 
America 
(The 
Amazon 
Rainforest) 
(recaps and 
builds on   
on  A region 
of the UK- 
The Lake 
District Y3, 
Northern 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to recap on 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans & to locate 
the world’s 
countries using 
maps to focus on 
South America/  
Investigate 
Patterns-to 
understand some of 
the reasons for 
geographical 

To use a wide range of maps, atlases, globes and 
digital maps.  
 
To read and compare map scales.  
 
To use 6 figure grid references. 

 
To observe, measure and record human and 
physical features using a range of methods 
including sketch maps and other digital 
technologies.  
 
To interpret collected data and present the 
information in a variety of ways including charts 
and graphs.  

To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe (including the location of Russia) and North 
and South America 
 
To identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night.) 
 
To gain knowledge about a region in South America. 
 
To compare and contrast previously studied regions 
(Lake District, Northern Greece, Northern America) – 
and use, population, human, physical features. 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans, 
map, key, aerial, 
photographs, 
mountain, landscape, 
relief map, lake, valley, 
foot, summit, peak, 
Northern Greece, 
region, county, locate, 
map,  land use, 
population, changes, 
similarities, 
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Greece 
Y4),North 
America Y5 
and global 
issues in 
Australia 
Y4) 

similarities and 
differences 
between countries 
and regions of UK, 
Greece, N America 
& S. America 
Communicate 
Geographically-to 
describe key 
aspects of human 
and physical 
geography in 
respect of a region 
of S America/ to 
create a map of a 
small area 

 
To make predictions and test simple hypothesis 
about people and places.  
 
To use latitude and longitude in an atlas or globe. 
. 
Describe and understand the key aspects of: 
Physical Geography, including climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts and rivers. 
 
Identify and explain increasing complex 
geographical features, processes, patterns, 
relationships and ideas.  

 
Use precise geographical language relating to the 
physical and human processes  e.g. tundra 
coniferous/deciduous forests when learning about 
biomes.   
Communicate geographical information in a 
variety of ways including through maps and 
diagrams. 
 
Use and interpret live data: e.g. Weather Patterns 

 
To explain the differences of the physical geography in 
the different regions of North and South America and 
why they occur. 
 
To create maps of small areas with features in the 
correct place, including a title. 
 
Understand the effects of climate change. 
 
Understand the structure of the Rainforest. 
 
Understand the human geography and effects on the 
rainforest. 
 
Global issues- Understanding the importance of the 
rainforest and the impacts its destruction has on 
humanity.  
 
Understand the locational knowledge of the rainforest. 
 
Understand the biodiversity of the rainforest. 

differences, vegetation 
belts, climate zone, 
economic activity, 
distribution of natural 
resources, North 
America, human and 
physical geography, 
deforestation, South 
America, biome, 
hemisphere, equator, 
humidity, water cycle, 
evaporation, 
condensation, 
precipitation, 
emergent, canopy, 
understory, forest 
floor layers, native, 
climate change, 
temperature, arid, 
continent, country 

Year 6 Spring International 
Country 
Study 
Week, e.g 
Japan 
(recaps and 
builds on 
knowledge 
of world 
countries, 
continents 
& oceans & 
mountains 
in Y3 & Y4) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to recap on 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans & to locate 
the world’s 
countries using 
maps to focus on 
Japan  
Investigate 
Patterns-to 
understand some of 
the reasons for 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
between countries/ 

To use a wide range of maps, atlases, globes and 
digital maps.  
 
To use 6-figure grid references. 
 
To use more precise geographical language 
relating to the physical and human processes,.e.g. 
human geography including types of settlements, 
economic activity and food. Physical geography 
including mountains (Recap on Year 3 & 4 
Learning) 
 
To communicate geographical information 
electronically. 
 
To make predictions and test simple hypothesis 
about people and places. 

To locate the world’s countries, using maps. 
 
To recap and then describe and understand key 
features of physical and human geography and their 
processes e.g.  mountains, types of settlement and 
land use (a region in the UK & Northern Greece) 
 
To understand Japanese popular culture. 
 
To understand how Japanese food is different to 
traditional British food. 
 
To understand the location of Japanese cities and 
landmarks. 
 
To understand basic information about Japanese 
economy and exports. 
 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans, 
map, key, aerial, 
photographs, Tokyo, 
Kyoto, Mt. Fuji, 
archipelagos, 
population, currency, 
Manga, Anime 
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mountains and 
regions of UK & 
Northern Greece,  
Communicate 
Geographically-to 
describe key 
aspects of human 
and physical 
geography in 
respect of a region 
of Japan. 

To understand Basic knowledge of Japan’s human and 
physical geography 
 

Year 6 Spring Where in 
the World- 
links to 
Ancient 
Islam 
History 
topic. 
(recaps and 
builds on 
knowledge 
of world 
countries, 
continents 
& oceans & 
their 
individual 
features) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to recap on 
the world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans & to locate 
the world’s 
countries.  
Investigate 
Patterns-to 
understand some of 
the reasons for 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
between countries.  
Communicate 
Geographically-to 
describe key 
aspects of human 
and physical 
geography in 
respect of different 
world countries// to 
create a map of a 
small area 

To use a wide range of maps, atlases, globes and 
digital maps to locate countries, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 
 
To read and compare map scales.  
 
To use 6 figure grid references  to identify 
countries and cities in the world, the main 
mountain ranges and the longest rivers. 
 
To observe, measure and record human and 
physical features using a range of methods 
including sketch maps and other digital 
technologies.  
 
To interpret collected data and present the 
information in a variety of ways including charts 
and graphs.  
 
To make predictions and test simple hypothesis 
about people and places.  
 
To use latitude and longitude in an atlas or globe. 
. 
Describe and understand the key aspects of 
Human and Physical Geography 
Identify and explain increasing complex 
geographical features, processes, patterns, 
relationships and ideas.  

To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe (including the location of Russia) and North 
and South America 
 
To identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night.) 
 
To recap and then describe and understand key 
features of physical and human geography of places 
previously studied. 
 
To understand the human & physical geography of 
different world countries. 
 
 
To gain knowledge about different world countries. 
 
 To use and write 6 figure grid references. 
 
To formulate geographical questions. 
 
To understand the location of studied countries in the 
world. 
 
To understand the differences and similarities 
between countries studied in the world.  
 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
continent, country, 
equator, oceans, map, 
key, aerial,  
photographs, 
mountain, landscape, 
 
physical features, 
rivers, lakes, 
mountains, coastline, 
ranges, seasons, 
border, hemisphere, 
continent, country, 
neighbouring, land 
border, weather, 
ports, landmarks, 
landscape, climate, 
habitats, regions, 
population, 
vegetation, native, 
currency, languages, 
valleys, source, 
compass points, 6 
figure grid references 
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Use precise geographical language relating to the 
physical and human processes. 
 
Communicate geographical information in a 
variety of ways including through maps and 
diagrams. 
 
 

Understand the information available from a map and 
atlas 
 
To explain the differences of the physical geography in 
the countries studied and why they occur. 
 
To create maps of small areas with features in the 
correct place, including a title. 
 

Year 6 Summer Local History 
& Geography 
topic 

(recaps and 
build on  
knowledge 
of Leigh in 
Y5) 

Investigate Places- 
Use maps, atlases & 
globes to identify 
the four countries 
in the UK, counties 
and cities of the UK, 
specifically 
concentrating on 
Leigh/to use 
fieldwork to 
observe & record 
the human & 
physical features 
using a range of 
methods.  
Investigate 
Patterns- 
to identify changes 
to land use around 
the school/to 
describe how the 
locality of Leigh has 
changed over time 
since 1914/patterns 
in migration. 
Communicate 
Geographically- To 
describe key 
aspects of human & 
physical geography, 
use the 8 points of 
a compass, create a 

Use a wide range of maps and digital maps to 
locate features in the local area, UK and in 
countries across the world. 
 
To relate different maps to each other and to 
aerial photos, both from now and in the past to 
demonstrate continuity and change. 
 
To begin to understand the differences between 
maps vs google Earth and OS maps. 
 
To follow routes on maps describing what can be 
seen. 

 
To use 6 figure coordinates. 
 
To use the scale bar on maps. 
 
To use the 8 points of a compass. 
 
To create sketch maps using symbols and a key 
(that uses Ordnance Survey symbols). 
 
To read and compare map scales. 
 
To observe, measure and record human and 
physical features using methods including sketch 
maps, cameras and other digital technologies. 
 
To interpret data collected and present the 
information in a variety of ways including charts 
and graphs. 

To recap, describe, understand and extend their 
knowledge of what human and physical features are 
(recap of features in Leigh). 

 
To recap on the names of countries, capital cities and 

counties in the UK. 

To understand Geographical similarities and 
differences of the environment of Leigh 
(school/locality) (now and in the past- link to WW1-
1914). 
 
To describe the differences in land use and features 
over time (since 1914).  
 
To describe how the physical features have affected 
the human activity in Leigh now and in the past (since 
1914). 
 
To know how changes in spatial variation impacted on 
the local area overtime (migration of Irish to 
Liverpool/local area after potato famine) 
 
To create maps of small areas with features in the 
correct place, including a title 
 
To understand how the WW1 affected the local area. 
 
To know that there was a prisoner of war camp 
located in Leigh. 

 

Maps, globes, atlas, 
physical feature, 
human features, 
United Kingdom, 
England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, London, 
Cardiff, Edinburgh, 
Belfast capital, map, 
key, aerial, source 
photographs,, local, 
land use, urban, built 
up, canal, mill, 
housing, region, 
county, locate, map, 
land use, immigration, 
migration, population, 
changes, similarities, 
differences. 
Allied Powers, Central 
Powers, Propaganda, 
Continuity, Change, 
Sources, Conscription, 
Europe, Industrial, 
Grid Reference, 
Rations, 
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map using, symbols 
and a key (that uses 
Ordnance Survey 
symbols). 

 
 

 

To understand what life was like in the prisoner of war 
camp. 
To use knowledge of human and physical geography of 
the local area to write a persuasive piece about the 
impact of the area due to WW1, ‘Would our local area 
be any different if WW1 hadn’t happened?’ 


