
XII Apostles RCPS – Music Curriculum Mapping and Progression of Skills 
 

Year Group Term Focus Topic/ 
Composer 

Skill Progression Vocabulary 

Reception Autumn 2 Appreciation Super Heroes In Reception children will: 

Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, 
expressing their feelings and responses. Sing in a 
group or on their own, increasingly 
matching the pitch and following the melody by: 

 Give children an insight into new musical 

worlds. Introduce them to different 

kinds of music from across the globe, including 

traditional and folk music from Britain. 

 Invite musicians in to play music to children and 

talk about it. 

 Encourage children to listen attentively to 

music. Discuss changes and patterns as a 

piece of music develops. 

 Offer opportunities for children to go to a live 

performance, such as a pantomime, play, 

music or dance performance. 

 Provide related costumes and props for  

children to incorporate into their pretend play. 

 Play pitch-matching games, humming or 

singing short phrases for children 

to copy. 

 Use songs with and without words – children 

may pitch match more easily 

with sounds like ‘ba’. 

 Sing call-and-response songs, so that children 

can echo phrases of songs 

you sing. 

 Introduce new songs gradually and repeat 

them regularly. 

 Sing slowly, so that children can listen to the 

words and the melody 

of the song. 

 

 

listen, rhythm 

 Spring 1 Performance 
 

The Three Little 

Pigs 

See above Listen, perform, 
rhythm, pulse 
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Year 3 Spring 2    Composition/ 

Notation-  
 

The Water Cycle Composition: Create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of 
timbre and duration; combine a variety of musical devices, 
including melody, rhythm and chords, thoughtfully select elements 
for a piece in order to gain a defined effect. Appreciation: Choose 
from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately describe and 
appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, pulse, timbre,  

Compose, appreciate, 
perform, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, dynamics, timbre 
and structure. 

 Ongoing Composition/ 

Performance/ 

Appreciation 

Inside Music 

Scheme 

See above listen, rhythm, pulse 

Year 1 Autumn 1 Composition/ 

Performance  
 

Into the woods 
 

Performance: Follow instructions on how and when to sing or play 
an instrument.  
Transcription/Notation: Use symbols to represent a composition 
and use them to help with a performance. 
Appreciation: Identify the beat of a tune.  

Composition: Clap rhythms, choose sounds to create an effect, 
sequence sounds to create an overall effect.  

perform, listen, pulse, 
rhythm. 

 Spring 1 Composition/ 
Notation  

Amazing Animals  Performance: Follow instructions on how and when to sing or play 
an instrument.  
Transcription/Notation: Use symbols to represent a composition 
and use them to help with a performance. 
Appreciation: Identify the beat of a tune; recognise changes in 
timbre, dynamics and pitch. 

Composition: Create a sequence of long and short sounds, create a 
mixture of different sounds (long and short, loud and quiet, high 
and low), choose sounds to create an effect, sequence sounds to 
create an overall effect, create short, musical patterns, create 
short, rhythmic phrases. 

perform, compose, 
listen, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch. 

Year 2 Autumn 1 Composition/ 

Notation 
 

Claves Composition: Create a sequence of long and short sounds, clap 
rhythms, sequence sounds to create an overall effect, create short, 
musical patterns, create short, rhythmic phrases. 
Transcription/Notation: use symbols to represent a composition 
and use them to help with a performance. 

compose, perform, 
listen, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, texture and 
structure 

 Spring 2  Composition/ 

Performance 
  

Storm/Weather 

 

Britten 

Appreciation: Identify the beat of a tune, recognise changes in 
timbre, dynamics and pitch. 

Composition: Create a sequence of long and short sounds, create 
a mixture of different sounds (long and short, loud and quiet, high 
and low), choose sounds to create an effect, sequence sounds to 
create an overall effect, create short musical patterns, create short 
rhythmic phrases. 
Performance: Make and control long and short sounds, using voice 
and instruments.  

 

Compose, perform, 
listen, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, texture and 
structure 
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 Summer 2 Performance/ 

Notation-  
 

Ukuleles Performance: Sing or play from memory with confidence, perform 
solos or as part of an ensemble, sing or play expressively and in 
tune.  

Perform, appreciate, 
pulse, rhythm, melody, 
dynamics and structure. 

Year 4 Autumn 2 Composition/  

Notation 
 

Linked to Fire 
Tchaikovsky – 1812 
Overture 
Mars - Holst 

Notation: Read and create notes on the musical stave, use and 
understand simple time signatures, use the standard musical 
notation of crotchet, minim and quavers to indicate how many 
beats to play.  
Appreciation: Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to 
accurately describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, 
pulse, timbre,  
Composition: Create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of 
timbre and duration, thoughtfully select elements for a piece in 
order to gain a defined effect. 

Compose, perform, 
appreciate, notation, 
pulse, rhythm, melody, 
dynamics, timbre and 
structure. 

 Summer Performance/ 

Notation- 
 

Ukuleles 
 

Performance: Sing or play from memory with confidence, perform 
solos or as part of an ensemble, sing or play expressively and in 
tune, sing a harmony part confidently and accurately, perform with 
controlled breathing (voice) and skilful playing (instrument), and 
convey the relationship between the lyrics and the melody.  

Perform, appreciate, 
pulse, rhythm, melody, 
dynamics and structure. 

Year 5 Autumn 2 Composition/ 

Notation – 
Carnival of the 

Animals - Camille 

Saint-Saëns 
 

Appreciation: Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to 
accurately describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, 
pulse, timbre 
Notation: Read and create notes on the musical stave, use and 
understand simple time signatures, use the standard musical 
notation of crotchet, minim and quavers to indicate how many 
beats to play. 
Composition: Create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of 
timbre and duration, thoughtfully select elements for a piece in 
order to gain a defined effect and combine a variety of musical 
devices, including melody, rhythm and chords.  

Compose, perform, 
appreciate, notation 
(crotchet, minim, 
quavers), rest, pulse, 
rhythm, melody, 
dynamics, timbre and 
structure. 

 Summer 1 Performance/ 

Notation  
 

Ukuleles  
 

Performance: Sing or play from memory with confidence;  
perform solos or as part of an ensemble; sing or play expressively 
and in tune; hold a part within a round; sing a harmony part 
confidently and accurately; perform with controlled breathing 
(voice) and skilful playing (instrument) and convey the relationship 
between the lyrics and the melody.  
 

Perform, appreciate, 
notation (crotchet, 
minim, quavers), rest, 
pulse, rhythm, melody, 
dynamics, timbre and 
structure. 

Year 6 Autumn 1 Composition/ 

Notation  
 

Rainforest  
Samba Music 

Appreciation: Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to 
accurately describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, 
pulse, timbre 
Notation: Read and create notes on the musical stave, use and 
understand simple time signatures, use the standard musical 
notation of crotchet, minim and quavers to indicate how many 
beats to play. 
Composition: Create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of 
timbre and duration, thoughtfully select elements for a piece in 

Compose, perform, 
appreciate, notation 
(crotchet, minim, 
quavers), rest, pulse, 
rhythm, melody, 
dynamics, timbre and 
structure. 
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order to gain a defined effect and combine a variety of musical 
devices, including melody, rhythm and chords. 

 Spring 1 Performance/ 

Notation 
 

Ukuleles 
 

Performance: Sing or play from memory with confidence, perform 
solos or as part of an ensemble, sing or play expressively and in 
tune, sing a harmony part confidently and accurately, perform with 
controlled breathing (voice) and skilful playing (instrument) and 
convey the relationship between the lyrics and the melody. 

Perform, appreciate, 
notation (crotchet, 
minim, quavers), rest, 
pulse, rhythm, melody, 
dynamics and structure. 
 

 

 


