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response to COVID 19 
May 2020 
Mrs Newton HT and Mrs Whitton DHT        
 
Government Guidance has been used to support the production of this appendix 
 
Principles of the Behaviour Policy Appendix  
School and school life will look very different to what staff and children are used to. Many 
new systems are now in place to ensure the safety of staff, children and their families. 
School has adopted strict new procedures to reduce the risk of spreading the virus. 
Classroom environments and class routines and procedures will look and feel very different 
to our children. Social distancing and rigorous health and hygiene arrangements will 
become part of daily school life. There will be a period of adjustment as our children 
become familiar with the new routines and staff embed them. The aim of this appendix is to 
provide staff with guidance on how the expected routines and procedures will be 
implemented.  
 
The new routines and procedures will be explicitly taught to the children and communicated 
to staff and parents. They will be regularly and rigorously reinforced by all staff throughout 
the day. Following the principles of our behaviour policy, positive praise will be used as the 
main way to enforce and encourage these routines. Sanctions will be used in line with 
school’s main policy. 1. Verbal warning 2. Scripted response 3 Sanction. When rules are 
persistently broken, the parents of the child will be informed by a member of the SLT. If a 
child behaves in a way that compromises the safety of other children or staff the 
headteacher retains the powers to exclude under section 19 behaviours and exclusion of 
the DFE Covid 19 Guidance.  

New Routines and Procedures  

Children to enter school and leave school through their allocated door on time ensuring 
keep a distance from each other as much as possible. 

Children to arrive at school in clean, freshly washed uniform or PE kit on PE day 

Children’s finger nails are to be cut short and kept clean 

On arrival children wash their hands with soap and water (use posters DFE  to support). This 
will be supervised by a member of staff from their ‘Bubble’. Staff will administer soap as the 
children are lining up to speed up the process of handwashing 
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Regular handwashing with soap and water will take place throughout the day including but 
not limited to before and after break times and lunchtime and at the end of the day. 
Handwashing will be supervised by a member of staff. 

Children will use hand sanitiser as they enter their classroom. 

Children are only allowed to have contact or socialise with the children in their ‘Year group 
Bubble’ 

Children will only be permitted to bring their own drinking bottle and a packed lunch in a 
disposable bag into school. Objects and toys from home are strictly forbidden. 

Children are not to leave their desks and move around the classroom without asking an 
adult. (Year 2 onward) 

Sharing of resources will be kept to a minimum. Children will be provided with their own 
labelled pack of resources. 

Children will be involved in the wiping down of their own resources on a daily basis. 

Children are to stay apart at all times as much as possible following a simple ‘no-touching’ 
rule. 

Movement around school will be kept to an absolute minimum. When it is necessity, 
children will line up at a distance from each other and move from one place to another 
maintaining a distance. This will be supervised and encouraged by the adults from the 
bubble. Floor markings on the playground and around school will be provided to support. 

There will be high expectations of health and hygiene. Clear expectations about sneezing, 
coughing, tissues and disposal (‘catch it, bin it, kill it’) and avoiding touching your mouth, 
nose and eyes with hands. This will be explicitly taught through the DFE materials and 
posters. 

 

There will be high expectations of health and hygiene. Clear expectations about the 
covering of mouths when coughing. Spitting is strictly forbidden. 

 

Children are to tell an adult immediately if they are feeling unwell and experiencing 
symptoms of coronavirus. 

 

Children will have play times in their ‘Year Group Bubbles’ They will be restricted to a 
specific area of school grounds. Moving between the areas is strictly forbidden.  

Reasonable adjustments will be made for children with specific learning needs. Please see 
SEND risk assessments. 
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Mental Health and Well-being. 

All children will have missed the routine of school, seeing their friends, and being supported 
by their teachers and other adults in the school. The coronavirus outbreak may have caused 
significant mental health or wellbeing difficulties for some children.  

• individual children who have found the long period at home hard to manage 

• those who have developed anxieties related to the virus 

• those about whom there are safeguarding concerns 

• those who may make safeguarding disclosures once they are back in schools 

Some children may also have experienced bereavements in their immediate family or wider 
circle of friends or family or had increased/new caring responsibilities. 

Staff will support children in adjusting back into school life and are mindful that this will be 
more challenging for some children than others. It will therefore be done at a pace that is 
appropriate to the age and stage of the children. 

Staff will provide: 

• a personalised transition programme to return to school which meets individual needs  

• opportunities for children to talk about their experiences of the past few weeks 

• opportunities for one-to-one conversations with trusted adults where this may be 
supportive 

• some refocussed lessons on relevant topics, for example, mental wellbeing or staying 
safe 

• pastoral activity, such as positive opportunities to renew and develop friendships and 
peer groups 

• other enriching developmental activities 

 

 

 


